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LV: E 
R E A D E N 


IN this little treatiſe, it is my wiſh to aim 
= particularly at the relief of thoſe timorous 
ſouls, who, though Chriſt is precious to them, 
their hands hang down, and they wiſh themſelves 
in the ſtate of thoſe whom they apprehend can, 
with the greateſt aſſurance, ſay, All is ours. 
The ſame enemy that tempts thouſands to pre- 
ſume, who neither feel any thing of the worth 
of their own ſouls, or of that ſweet commu- 
nion with God, that will make them prefer 
heavenly pleaſures to earthly—fills theſe with 
the fear of preſuming, though they differ as 
much from the other as light from darkneſs. 


It is my deſire to prove to theſe, that no- 
thing ſhort of infinite love was the cauſe why 
B Chriſt 
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Chriſt has ever been rendered thus precious 
in their eyes; and that they are more than 
welcome to appropriate a glorious Saviour, 
with all his benefits. A child is more than 
welcome to his father's table: theſe are the 
bruiſed reeds that ſhall not be broken; the 
lambs who have a right to the boſom of the 
great Shepherd. The tender mother cannot 
look on an only child at the breaſt, even when 
in extreme pain, with that love and compaſ- 
ſion Chriſt looks on ſuch; and he that offends 
one of theſe, better were it for him to have a 
mill- ſtone tied about his neck, and be calt 1 into 
the ſea, : 


If it pleaſe the Great Head of the Church 
to crown this little piece with as much ſucceſs 
as he has been pleaſed to honour my public la- 
bours for ſo many years, it will be of no ſmall 
comfort to me, to be the happy inſtrument in 
the hand of the Holy Spirit, in comforrieg 


thoſe who are ſo dear to Chriſt, 


How welcome would a flaming torch be to 
a traveller who had loſt his way in a dark 
night, and found himſelf on ſome tremendous 
precipice, 


" 
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precipice, where he could not dare to venture 
one ſtep more, leaſt he ſhould be daſhed to 
pieces! Or a traveller who having a large 
foreſt to croſs, of which he has heard the moſt 
diſmal accounts, of perſons being torn with 
wild beaſts in the night! Night comes on, he 
meets with divers ways, and knows not which 
to take; if he miſſes the one right way he is 
Tuined, In this perplexity how welcome a ſafe 
guide! How fatal a falſe one! It is an infinite 
mercy to have the infallible Word for our light 
a in this dark world; but though we have it in 
ö our hands, and the Holy Ghoſt, in an extra- 
ordinary manner, teaches ſome, yet his ordi- 
nary way 1s to uſe inſtruments in the comfort 
of his people. Chriſt could have in one mo- 
ment relieved Paul, but he ſends him to An- 
nanias; he ſhall be the inſtrument for his com- 
fort. One of the higheſt honors a mortal can 
have conferred on him, is in being employed 
by ſo glorious a maſter, and in ſuch important - 
concerns. What were the honors of Nero to 
thoſe of Paul? Though this little piece is par- 
to Wticularly deſigned for the young ſcholars in the 
ſchool of Chriſt, yet ſome graduates, I hope, 
vill meet with ſomething both inſtructing and 
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entertaining. Infinite Wiſdom appears in this; 
that even one Miniſter's gift ſhall edify another, 
and not any one ſhould be poſſeſſed of all gifts : 
thoſe are far from being the wiſeſt who are 
puffed up with their own infallibility! 


The Word of God is the general diſpenſa- 
tory to which we apply, both for our comfort 
and others; no apothecary's warehouſe is ſo well 
ſtored for a ſick neighbourhood as this hea- i 
venly Magazine; and I hope the comforting i 
portion in this little piece is all fetched from il 
thence; and alſo that I have not miſtaken one 
herb for another: So if any ſhould be poiſoned 
by it, they have mixed ſomething with it of 
tieir own. One thing I may venture to ſay 
that my reader will be convinced of, and 
that is, I have not waſted much paper, nor 
puzzled or taken up his time with enticing 
words of man's wiſdom. I make no apologies 
for publiſhing, or pretend I was ever forced 
into this ſervice by any. I have had ſufficient 
reaſon to ſay of ſome, who many years ago 
preſſed me to appear in public, that they were 
neither the wiſeſt, nor the beſt of men. What-W 
ever we are doing in this lower world, is ſome- 

| | thing 
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thing or nothing as it relates to eternity. If a 
mortal could heap up treaſures till they reached 
the moon, and engroſs all the honors of a 
; whole world; if this is all, he dies a fool. 
What a man preaches is heard by few, and the 
ſound is ſoon forgot; what he writes may reach 
thouſands, and preach while the world ſtands. 


It is my aim in this publication, that both 
now, and in ages to come, many timorous. 
Chriſtians ſhall, by reading it, be as much 
ſatisfied they ſee themſelves Chriſtians, as a 
man when he looks in a mirror is ſatisfied that 
it is himſelf he ſees: though I am ſenſible this 
depends wholly upon the will and ſovereignty 
of the Holy Ghoſt, who can inſtruct wy what 
means he pleaſes. 


For the Temple, ſome brought gold, ſome 
ſilver, and ſome braſs; and he that was not 
rich enough to bring a bullock from the herd, 
might bring a ſheep from the flock; and if 
poor, a bird. It is an eternal honor to bring 
but a handful of goat's-hair to ſuch an infi- 
nitely glorious building, that ſhall ſtand for 
ver, when not a wreck ſhall be left behind 
B 3 of 


long exerciſed compaſſion himſelf), as the craw- 
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of all the gaudy honors this world has got to 
ſhew. I hope this piece will be as welcome 
to the Great Head of the Church (who has 


ling forth of Mephiboſheth to meet and wel- 
come David, who ſaw his friendly heart far 
more nimble than his heels. We ſerve the Þ 
beſt of maſters, who always accepts of the i 
will for the deed. That he may bleſs this to 
thy ſoul, Reader, is the prayer of 


Thy Willing Servant. 


T. © 


TH 
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Chriſtian's Looking Glaſs. 


BEINGAN ESSAY ON JOHN, iii. 6. 


«© THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE FLESH IS FLESH; . 
AND THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE SPIRIT 15 
SPIRIT.“ 


* 
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T is a peculiar ſatisfaction to have infor- 
mation from one we know to be infallible; 
eſpecially in ſuch things as are out of the reach 
of any finite capacity. Though the effects of 
the new birth be evident, the cauſe and man- 
ner of it will be matter of eternal admiration, 
Who ſo qualified to ſpeak on this ſubject as 
Chriſt himſelf; who knew what was in man 
by nature, and what he will be by grace. 
That there have been men in every age, who 
are as different from the reſt of the world as 
light from darkneſs: and this is not all—as 
different from what they themſelves once were: 
and notwithſtanding {ome who ſeem to be par- 
takes 
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takers of this change, -give ſufficient proof they 
were never plants of our heavenly Father's 
planting, but their goodneſs has been like 
the morning cloud and early dew; though 
this cannot fail to perplex many, it is of ſin- 
gular ſervice, in as much as it puts them upon 
a more particular enquiry into what is nature, 
and what is grace: and as gold loſes nothing 
by being tried, grace will appear to the Chriſ- 
tian more genuine by being examined: and 
by this he will obtain a greater impreſſion of 
the importance of it. | 
It will be found by enquiry, that thoſe 
changes which have nothing in them of a 
ſaving nature, differ in many things from 
thoſe which have. There is nothing ſpiritual 
in the moſt refined Phariſee - water will riſe no 
higher than the fountain. That which is born 
of the fleſh will only be fleſh ; and being void 
of any will to change itſelf, will remain ſo: 
which makes it evident this change is wholly 
of God. Who were born not of the will of the 
fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God. Chriſt 
ſaid to Peter, Bleſſed art thou Simon-Barjona ; 
fleſh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee, 
but my Father. _ | | 
It is no argument againſt this truth to ſay, 
it has been exploded by great and learned men 
in all ages; the ſcripture expreſsly declares, 
not many mighty, not many noble are called. It 
not only argues ignorance, but a mind under 
the power of prejudice, to be oppoling _ 
| wWhic 
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which a man is wholly unacquainted with. 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God : for they-are fooliſhneſs to him : 


zh neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiri- 
n- Wally diſcerned. 1 Cor. ii. 14, If a man is de- 
on Wrermined to deny all he cannot comprehend, 
e, Whe may diſbelieve the exiſtence of the whole 
1g creation. If natural things are beyond the 
{- Wreach of men of the greateſt attainments, how 


much more ſpiritual? The wiſeſt philoſopher 
is as unable to anſwer the queſtion .that may be 
aſked about the moſt common things in crea» 
tion, as he is to weigh the mountains in ſcales, 
or the hills in a balance. | | 
The knowledge of this doctrine is of ſuch in- 
finite importance, that one would imagine every 
man who had read Chriſt's words, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot enter the kingdom of Gad, 
would be engaged in the ſtudy of it: but we 
have. the-fulleſt proof, there are not any who 
will attend to it, but thoſe who are under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit: ſuch are made 
to feel the everlaſting importance of the doc- 
trine, and cannot content themſelves with any 
thing ſhort of an experimental knowledge of it. 
The inſenſibility of the world at large proves 
ay, I the reality of this doctrine, and that there is a 
nen Preal difference between the people of God and 
res, the men. of this world; and this is one reaſon 
It why Chriſt always mentions his people as diſ- 
der ¶ tinct from the world. They are not of the world, 
that Neven as [am nat of the world. John xvii. * 
| : 2 0 
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To ſee, in a ſatisfactory manner, that God has 
in this effectual way formed us for himſelf, will 
help us to conclude, that as Lazarus was raiſed 
from the dead to live and hold converſe with 
Chriſt, we are to hold communion, not only 
with God here, but for ever hereafter. We are 
qualified for this communion with God by this 
change, in ſuch a manner, that the moſt iIlite- 
rate man, who has experienced this doctrine, i 
is more qualified to know and enjoy God, than 
the wiſeſt of natural men; as much more fitted 
for this converſe with God, as a man of good 
ſenſe is more capable of holding converſe with 
men more than any brute could poſſibly attain 
to, | | 

Such an aſtoniſhing change, and revealed 
ſo particularly by the Holy Ghoſt, demon- 
ſtrates the infinite deſign which God has in 
thus begetting a fallen creature again; then 
what great love thoſe ſhare of who are made 
partakers of it! What was the meſſage God ſent 
to Ahab of giving him two great victories, 
though then great and neceflary mercies, to 
the ſending of the Holy Ghoſt into a man's 
heart? And by this, not only delivering him 
from the power of Satan, but fitting him for 
his ſervice here, and glory hereafter. 

If this was more diſtinctly ſeen and conſi- 
dered, we ſhould be more deeply impreſſed 
with both the truth and importance of this 
ſubject; and ſhould be more frequently in the 
| frame the Apoſtle mentions, Col. i. 12. giving 
thanks 
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hanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet 
a be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
ght. 

Even men that are of a deiſtical turn, find 
difficulty in eſcaping the force of this truth, 
e. That God intended man to pay him more 
eſpect than the brute creation; and cannot but 
om common obſervation take notice that 
en in general ſeem no more diſpoſed to do 
is, than the brutal part of creation; even 
ie beſt among unregenerated men may be re- 
-rred to the ox that knows his owner, or 
o the als who is conſcious of his maſter's 
Ib. Among unregenerate men, thoſe who 
e receiving from the bountiful hand of 
od the largeſt portion of temporal things, 
e the fartheſt from gratitude and acknaw- 
dgment. Nothing is more eaſily to be diſ- 


nen rned by the Chriſtian, than that thoſe who 
ade Ne in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, even 
ent ough they may be reformed by education 


d other advantages; there remains in them 
enmity againſt him; becauſe the carnal mind 


an's enmity againſt God : for it is not ſubject to the 
kim of God, neither indeed can be. Rom. viii. 7. 
for Where then is the dignity of human nature? 


is not mentioned in the word of God—not 
entioned in the creeds of the godly—nor to 


> found in the conduct of any of the fallen race 
wards God. | 


h1 DES 
— How then ought the Chriſtian to conſider the 
wing eat deſign of God in this wonderful change 


banks made 
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made in him; and alſo particularly examine 
that he may be as well ſatisfied that this 
change is wrought-in him, as the heir of a 
large eſtate will diligently and carefully exa- 
mine into the truth and reality of his heir- 
ſhip. It is by this a Chriſtian is brought 
to ſay, Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which according to his abun- 
dant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope by the reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt from the 
dead. If we are dubious in this important 
matter, our gratitude, as well as our comfort, 
will be injured. 

The nature of this ſubject | is ſuch, that full 
ſatisfaction in this one point is a Perpetual 
ground of encouragement: Being confident of this 
very thing, that he which hath begun a good work 
in you will perform it until the day of Feſus Chriſt 
This is not like the riches of this d 
valuable at death. If children, then heirs ; heir 
of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt. 

The more the Chriſtian thinks on this truth 
the more it will riſe in his eſteem: could 
write upon this ſubject nothing but what ha 
been wrote, again and again, I have no realo 
to fear writing in vain ;. for reading the ſam « 
truths, from different authors, confirms tht 
faith of the believer, and enlarzes his mind | 
this important ſubject, 

It is an infinite mercy this doctrine is no 
only clearly revealed, but ſo particularly de 
Jeribed, that thoſe who give ls 4 
* EEC. _ kno! 
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know whether they are made partakers of it 
or not. This does not only give preſent help 
to the Chriſtian in diſcerning his ſtate, bur 
affords great advantage to thoſe who wiſh to 
be inſtrumental in relieving poor diſtreſſed 
ſouls; and what is more evident than that it was 
the deſign of God fuch ſhould be comforted, 
ſeeing he has made ſuch_abundant proviſion for 
their relief? 

In attempting to aſſiſt ſuch to behold them- 
ſelves in the glaſs of the word, 1 would 


'which is made in the underftanding by regene- 
ration. 


Secondly, Shew why ſuch who are born of the 


Thirdly, Give ſome reaſons why this change 
is compared to a reſurrection. 

Fourthly, In what ſenſe ſuch may be ſaid to 
have a new heart given them, and anſwer the 


uth different objections which naturally ariſe in the 


1d mind of the Chriſtian from each of theſe. 


| Firſt, I am to make ſome remarks on that 
change which 1s made in the underſtanding by 


grace. 


That which I wiſh particularly to aim at, 
is, to demonſtrate to the Chriſtian himſelf, the 


the ſole n of it. 


All 


Finſt, Make ſome remarks on that change 


Spirit, are ſaid to be partakers of the divine 


change made in his underſtanding is ſuch as | 
is peculiar to a child of God, and that God is 


— —— — — — 
—— —— — — 
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| All thoſe who are born of the Spirit have 
— their underſtandings enlightened in ſuch a man- 
ner as diſtinguiſhes them from all the unrege- 
{ nerate in the world, While the world remains 
| in darkneſs, theſe are the children of the light, 
and of the day. God has put an everlaſting 
difference between them and the world. 
| This is not on account of any natural abili- 
ties they were ever poſſeſſed of. It is evident to 
a demonſtration, many who are made partakers 
of ſpiritual wiſdom, are far from being even 
equal to many of the men of the world in the 
knowledge of natural things; for the children of 
this world are in their generation wiſer than the 
children of light. Luke xvi. 8. ; 
This is ſo far from being a diſgrace to reli- 
gion, Chriſt has thought proper to have it left 
[ on record, Matt. xi. 28. At that time Jeſus an- 
' fevered and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord 
| heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe 
things from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt re- 
vealed them unto babes. One reaſon may be given 
for this: that all who are thus taught of the Lord, 
may never aſcribe any thing to themſelves, but 
be humbled in the duſt at the feer of their 
Redeemer, Who is made unto them wiſdom, Fc. 
God, who gives as a ſovereign, gives to all 
his people ſuch an ability to diſcern ſpiritual 
objects, which the wiſeſt men in the world (in 
* natural things) are totally ſtrangers to, For as 
* the wwiſdom of this world is fooliſhneſs with God, 
ſo the natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit 
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# Spirit of God : for they are fooliſhneſs unto him: 
neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiri- 
= tally diſcerned. 
W This gift is a peculiar favor, and wholly un- 
& deſerved, and is a poſitive pledge of their 
having been everlaſtingly loved. He anſwered 
and ſaid unto them, Becauſe it is given unto you to 
© know the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
= them it is not given. Matt. xiii. 11. This is that 
& which has diſtinguiſhed the people of God from 
the world in all ages. Many who partake of 
this aſtoniſhing free love, ſee nothing of the 
cauſe why their eyes are opened; and though ſo 
many around them are in worſe than Egyptian 
8 darkneſs, they are not aware of the greatneſs 
of that cauſe which has made the difference; 
therefore ſee little of the nature of it. 

This kind of knowledge is infinitely ſuperior 


2 | 

-d {to that which is merely natural; the one may 
ſe juſtly be called darkneſs, the other light in 
- the Lord. How dark muſt. Ahitophel have 


been, notwithſtanding his wiſdom in worldly 
things! How different the underſtanding of 
David! 

This is that kind of knowledge man in his 
fallen ſtate is wholly incapable of. The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ; 
or they are fooliſhneſs unto him: neither can he 
know them, becauſe they are Jpiritually dz diſcerned. * 
as 2 Cor. ii. 14. 
od, As there is a real 3 inability 1 in the eye 
the to diſcern 9 when the pupil is deſtroyed; 
irit C2 ſo 
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fo the ſoul, in its fallen ſtare, is incapacicated to 
underſtand things which are of a ſpiritual na- 
ture; and nothing leſs than that omnipotent 
voice that ſaid, Let there be LiGAT, and there 
was light, in the natural creation, can diſpel 
the darkneſs, and ſhed abroad divine and hea- 
venly light in the human fouls 

It muſt be allowed that the ſoul of an unre- 
generate man has an underſtanding faculty in 
natural things; but the conduct of the world 
at large contributes to demonſtrate this doe- 
trine, that all, by the fall, have as univerſally 
loſt the power of diſcerning ſpiritually, as a 
man who once acted wiſely proves he has loſt 
his underſtanding when he acts the part of a 
madman. Such a part every man acts before 
regeneration; calling darkneſs light, and light 
darkneſs; good evil, and evil good, 

When men are ſo blind and inſenſible, that 
the greateſt concerns they have to tranſact in 
this world, are wholly unnoticed by them, it 
does not only prove cler ſuch are blind, but 
alſo the dreadful nature of that darkneſs which 
they are in, when the grand concerns of eter- 
nity are totally ſwallowed up in attending to the 
little trifles of time. How ſtrikingly does it 
prove the abſurd ſtupidity of the human heart, 
and alſo convinces any who do ſee, that no one 
can open the eyes of ſuch but that God who 
commands the light to ſhine out of darkneſs. 
For the loftieſt flight that human xEASOC!], aſ- 
ſiſted by the ſtrongeſt wings of Philosoph, 

p can 
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can ſoar, fall infinitely ſhort of this great work, 
and leaves the mind, as to the things of God, 
dark as midnight itſelf, 
A man that will lay down in a ſhip when 
ſinking at ſea, gives proof of his inſenſibility of 
the danger: ſo do all who are ſecure, and are 
living without concern on the brink of hell. 
If all who are enlightened would more parti- 
cularly conſider the darkneſs they were once in, 
they would be more ſenſible the change made 
in them could originate in none-but God, This 
would be an effectual means to humble them, 
and prevent them from overlooking that infi- 
nite kindneſs which is manifeſted in bringing 
them from that darkneſs. 
What evident proof do the wicked give of 
their darkneſs! The loudeſt calls do not alarm 
them ; the moſt awful providences leave them 
as ſecure as ever; the kindeſt invitations are 


ä PVö 


a loſt; neither the horrors of the damned, or the 
ho crowns of the ſaved will turn them from their 


fins. As a man, without eyes, paſſes by things 
both curious and dreadful, and neither admires 
the one, or fears the other, ſo are theſe. The 
Scriptures therefore repreſent ſuch as are loſt, 
as blind; the god of this world blinds the minds 
of them which believe not. In this very ſitu- 
ation were all thoſe who now ſee: Vor ye were 
ometimes darkneſs, but now are ye light in the 
ord. Eph. v. 8. I 5 
Thoſe who have ſhone as ſtars in the church, 
were, by nature, as dark and diſtant from 
| C 3 | ſaving 
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ſaving knowledge as others; all the light and 
knowledge any have had has all come from the: 
ſame fountain of light—the light of the Goſpel 
comes in upon ſome ſuddenly, on others more 
gradual, much as the light of the day ap- 
proaches, | | 9801 
Who can deſcribe the difference made in 
Saul, afterwards Paul the apoſtle? The day 
-broke on him as ſudden as lightning. How 
different muſt he feel, to have been one moment 
' conſidering Chriſt the greateſt of impoſtors, 
and in ſo ſmall a ſpace of time ſeeing him Lord 
of all! How would he look on the commiſſion 
he had got from one of the vileſt of men (the 
High Prieſt), and with what pleaſure would he 
engage himſelf to the beſt of Maſters, and 
throw away that authority he once thought ſo 
highly of? Thoſe very things which give us 
ſuch pleaſure when we are in the dark, we for- 
ſake, with the urmoſt averſion, when our eyes 
are open. Others who have been enlightened 
in a more gradual manner, the ideas they have 
of themſelves, and their loſt condition by na- 
ture, the knowledge they now have of Chriſt, 
and the need they fee of an intereſt in him, are 
ſo different from what they once were, they are 
convinced they were darkneſs itſelf and ſaw 
nothing ſpiritual. Religion appears to them 
quite different—nay, the world itſelf, with all 
that it contains—the word of God now appears 
new—every doctrine and every promiſe. The 
Chriſtian may ſay, he had heard of Chriſt by 
| I the 
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the hearing of the ear, but now by faith he 
beholds him. If he ſhould have ſeen ſome- 
Ithing of the Goſpel before, he felt nothing 
Jof the real importance of it—he ſaw nothing 
ſavingly. He now, at times, can admire the 
aſtoniſhing love of God which ſhines through 
the whole of the method of ſalvation, and lee 
Wit is as real as his own exiſtence, He is con- 
Wvinced now that the very things which have ſo 
Wong filled the angels with adoration, were not 
Bo much as thought of by him. The incarnation 

of him who was in the form of God, and who 
really was the ſelf-exiſting Jehovah —his being 
Mailed to the croſs, with all the bleſſings which 
the Goſpel holds forth to ſinners, were but as a 
root out of a dry ground; but now, what a ſenſi. 


o le difference! He now experiences thoſe things 
is in all their glorious efficacy; he admires with 
r- ngels, he rejoices and triumphs with ſaints, 
es {WT he pearl is now no longer hid, he has got an 


ye to ſee, This is the reaſon why thoſe things 
which carried away his heart before converſion, 
have loſt their influence over him; old things 


la- 

t, Mare not only paſſed away, but all things are 
ire ecome new. | | 

are The Chriſtian may be very ſenſible he once 
aw Nas blind; if he could be as perfectly ſatisfied he 


ow ſees ſavingly, how would he rejoice with 
praiſe and thankfulneſs!—but there are many 
onſiderations which make him ſuſpicious ; ſ@ 


The hat he is afraid to come to this concluſion, that 
by Wood has bleſſed him with eyes to ſee, F 
the | Many 


unregenerate. Though they now delight in 


had an unconquerable enmity againſt every 
thing of the kind, they are not ſufficiently im- 
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Many fear their knowledge may be the effect 
of a good education, or other great advantages 
on account of natural, and alſo acquired abili- 
ties: ſuch are far from being confident God 
has begun a good work in them. To fatisfy 
ſuch, that their light has come from the foun- 
tain of light, that it originated in the infinite 
and everlaſting love of God; this would diſpel 
all darkneſs. What manner of love is this! would 
then be the language of ſuch, | 

To find one thing in us which aſſures us we 
are loved by a triune God, is preferable to the 

leaſures of a whole world, and makes all its Wh 
troubles look little, 

- Thoſe who are enlightened, are not aware 
how much their underſtandings differ from the 


things they not only were ignorant of, but 


preſſed with the greatneſs of the change made 
in themſelves; they are not eaſily perſuaded i 
that God ſhould love them ſo as to teach them 
and make them effectually his children. 

To comply with the truth, as a truth which 
the underſtanding may take in, when properly 
repreſented to it, is nothing more than What 
human nature is capable of in its depraved 
ſtate. Thus, to aſſent to the whole Goſpel, is 
not of itſelf a ſufficient proof that ſuch a ſoul 
is ſavingly wrought on by the Spirit of God.] 
Many thus ſee the light, and endeavour " fee 

rom 
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from it. Such are contented with the hearing 


Jof the ear, but do not ſee for themſelves the 
grand things of God's ſalvation. But to bring 
„a man's heart to love the truth, and thirſt after 
communion with the God of truth, proves to 


demonſtration ſuch a diſpoſition is of God, 


my 


Devils believe, and tremble too, 
But Satan cannot love. DR. WaTTS., 


= A religion which has only ſomething natural 
| or its cauſe, will never raiſe the heart to that 
which is ſpiritual ; the effect can never riſe ſu- 
Wpcrior to the cauſe, What is of the earth, is 
Farthly; what is of heaven, is heavenly; it fa- 
ours of whence it came. But ſpeaking after 
She manner of men, when the cauſe is in the 
Heart of God, it will draw the ſoul to that from 
hence it came. (O happy man, in whoſe heart 
s fixed one link of that glorious chain which 
ath its beginning in the heart of God!) And 
uch do not only aim at being ſaved when they 
lie, but to live in love and communion with 
od all their days; for this is the ſum total 
f blefſedneſs on earth and in heaven. Many 
ho have this very diſpoſition cannot diſtinctly 
liſcern it, and till live in ſuſpicion of making 


bbs — \- ” 


8 


3 fatal miſtake. | 
L * If the Chriſtian could ſee that his underſtand- 
0 1 g is illuminated in a ſaving manner; and that 
= e could be no more the author of this, than 
"A e could be the cauſe of his natural life; he 
5 uſt be obliged to conclude himſelf one of 


the 
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the bleſſed of the Lord as much as Simon 
Peter, to whom Chriſt ſaid, Bleſſed art thou 


Simon Bar-jona ; fleſh and blood hath not revealed 
this unto thee, but my Father. 


If the means of grace could, of themſelves, 1 


effect ſuch a change, then we might expect all 
thoſe who are of a pliable and obliging diſpo- 
ſition, would be very heavenly and ſpiritual: 
but experience teaches us the contrary. What 
numbers do we ſee remain ſtupid under the 
moſt lively means, though theſe, apparantly, WW 
are the moſt promiſing ; while others, from 
whom nothing could be expected, are called 
effectually, and give as evident proof of their 
being called of God, as Lazarus did when he 


came from his grave! This makes it evident, 


it is not of the will of the fleſh that any are 
called, but wholly of God, 9 ive | 
Thoſe who are the moſt perplexed are gene- 
rally ſuch as are in earneſt about their ſoul's con- 
cerns, by having their underſtandings opened i 
to ſee the infinite importance of eternal things. 
Others who are content with a mere profeſſion, 
can go on their way without this anxiety : as 
they are in the dark they fear not; they ſee 
not the precipice on which they ſtand, and 
conſequently are not afraid of falling. The 
reaſon is obvious: the light of the worldly pro- 
feſſor is never clouded, his ſun js always up; 
What ſhall make him fear? He imagines his] 
houſe ſtands ſtrong, but alas, it is built upon 
the ſand, and when the ſtorm of death ariſes, 
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& ſovereign grace prevent not, it will be ſwept 
8 away with a flood, and bury him in the ruins, 
WB ut thoſe who can be content with nothing leſs 
Phan beholding the high cauſe of their religion, 
WE x perience many clouds i intervening, which pre- 
Went the ſight: they underſtand what the Pſal- 
Wniſt meant t when he ſaid, Thou hide/t * face, 
nd am troubled. 

There would be no ſuch command given as 
hat, to /ift up the hands which hang down, if 
Feal Chriſtians were not liable to be perplexed 
ich doubts and fears: it is evident this has 


d Blways been the caſe, 
i It has greatly increaſed the diſtreſs of many 
e 


ho have been long in the dark, ſuſpecting that 
ot any, who have been beloved of God, have 
ver been in ſuch a ſituation ; theſe little think 
hey are treading in the very footſteps of thou- 
Ends who have gone before them. The way 
d heaven lies through many dark paths, bur 
eaven is a bright world, We ſhall forget the 
arkneſs of the road when we arrive at the 
ingdom of eternal day. x 
If thoſe who are harraſſed with this fear -were 
ore acquainted with the experience of Chriſ- , 
ans, it might be a means of delivering them 
om ſuch a groundleſs perplexity. If thoſe 
p'0-Would believe that others who are really the 
uP :ildren of God, and loved by him, had been 

his the very ſame frame themſelves, how much 
pong ould it relieve chem! | 


ſes, | Some 
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Some of the moſt eminent in the church of 
Chriſt have ſpent many years in great perplexity, 
who have afterwards enjoyed as great conſola- 
tion, The darkeſt nights ſometimes are fol- 
lowed by the brighteſt mornings; and thoſe 
who are favoured with ſtrong conſolations, are 
frequently tried with ſevere deſertions. It often 
is the caſe, that long and awful deſertions pre- 
cede ſeaſons of long continued joy and com- 
fort. 

The great Dr, Owen was three years in ſuch 
diſtreſs as few ever experienced, and not many 
had more ſolid pleaſure than he had to the end 
of his life. 

It is generally the caſe, when the Chriſtian if 
has been particularly earneſt in the uſe off 
means, and meets with no ſucceſs, his diſtreſs 
increaſes, and his concluſions are more andmore 
gloomy; he is apt to conclude God neither has, 
nor ever will hear his prayer : but this is moſt 
wretched unbelief. O Chriſtian! it is as diſ- 
honourable to thy God, as painful and afflicing 
to thee! 

We generally take delays for denials : this 
has cauſed many an heavy hour under theſe 
heavens, and has almoſt ſunk the ſpirits o 
ſome, even when God has been about to grant 
the very mercy fo earneftly ſought for. 

The Chriſtian is not aware how his love 
all this while drawn out more and more by the 
delay of the very comfort he is ſo earneſt about 
ane 


* 
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and that the deſign of God in permitting 
this darkneſs to be fo long, was for his very 
purpoſe: ſo that which fills him with ſuſpicions 
is working his good, his joy and comfort in 
W the end, 

When a man loves the company of his friend, 
he will go where he hopes to meet him; if the 
diſtance renders this improbable, how glad is 
he to hear by letter! And why? Becauſe he 
loves him. So the Chriſtian would not think 
the way long, could he but meet with the be- 
loved of his ſoul, There would be none of theſe 
deſires if he had no love. It is love which is 
the cauſe why abſence is ſo painful. How 


an many are looking, and impatiently waiting for 
olf ſomething, which they have in themſelves all 
eſs the time! 

* Could Jacob doubt of his love to Joſeph, 


when he heard of his being alive, and was 
impatient to ſee him? Was the believer but 
ſenſible it is real love which is the cauſe of his 
thus ſeeking after Chriſt, he would not doubt 
about his ſtate. Why is he thus deſirous of 
being loved by Chriſt? Is this common to 
men? Was it always the caſe with himſelf ? 
That which is the cauſe of all that love to 
God there is in this world, muſt be the reaſon 
why any ever thus ſought the RT 
Who but a real Chriſtian could ever pray 
ſuch a prayer as that in Solomon's Song, viii. 6. 
Set me as a ſeal upon thine heart, as a ſeal upon 
thine arm: for love. is E as death ; 3 Jealouſy 
8 9 
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is cruel as the grave. None but a real lover of 
Chriſt could ever pray thus. 

To have thoſe defires in us which nothing 
but God can ſatisfy, evidences a religion as 
much above that which is natural, as the hea- 
vens are higher than the earth. Why then 
ſhould the Chriſtian dread his religion, as 
ſpringing from that which is merely natural ? 
What could cauſe ſuch a frame in a ſoul which 
was by nature dark, and ſaw nothing lovely in 
God, and was dead to all th 'ngs ſpiritual, but 
that God who has, in every age, been forming 
ſome of the fallen race for his praiſe? The 
devil would not; the world, with all its for- 
rows and difficulties, cannot bring a ſoul into 
this frame: however dark ſuch a foul may be, 
diſtinguiſhing love is the cauſe. 9 

If ſuch as are ſatisfied in themſelves about 
their intereſt in Chritt, had more enlarged 
ideas of che firſt cauſe of their religion, it 
would fill them with gratitude. Thoſe who 
are arrived in the heavenly world, have not a 
higher cauſe of their being there to contem- 
. than we have here below. There can 

no higher an origin than the infinite and 
everlaſting love of God. 

The dealings of God with his people differ 
widely from the ways of creatures. "Thoſe we 
love we fly to relieve; they ſhall not drop 
one tear if we can prevent it: but infinite 
wiſdom ſees proper that thofe who are dear and 
deloved ſhould ſometimes ſow long in tears; 
but 
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but ſuch are ſure to reap in joy in the iſſues 
for He afflicts not willingly, nor grieves the 
W children of men, but for ſome wiſe and im- 
portant end; in his own time he will fill thoſe 
W with all his fulneſs. Pleſſed are they that mourn, 
; for they ſhall be comforted, 


{ 


One would imagine, from the great change 
grace makes in the heart, that thoſe who reall 

; experience it, could not but conclude that the 
| WY work was ſaving. There 1s a wide difference 
» between a man who has an averſion to the 


T things of God, and one who ſees the whole 
world to be emptineſs and vanity, without 
being made a real partaker of theſe things. 
The one grudges every moment which he is, 
on any account, obliged to attend on religion; 
Jhe neither ſeeks or wants any comfort in it: 
the other follows it with his whole heart; aſ- 
ſure him that he ſhall obtain his ſalvation, and 
how much would he prefer this to all the world! 


it And what can this be aſcribed to, but to the real 
ho change God has graciouſly made in him? The 
ta BW one walks over the greateſt treaſures, and is ſo 


blind he is no way apprehenſive of any value 
being there; the other has got his eyes opened 
in ſuch a manner, that he is fully convinced if he 
may but partake of this treaſure he is rich for 
ever. There is a peculiar ſatisfaction ariſing 
from the idea of the infinite Jove of God being. 
the fole cauſe why we differ from the world, 


nite To obtain this ſatisfaction, the Chriſtian muſt. 
ef particularly conſider the darkneſs of his own 
ars; e | n 


. mind 
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mind before he was enlightened, and alſo the 
inſenſibility which is eaſy to be diſcerned in 
ſome who have had the ſame advantages with 
himſelf, and remain$ unregenerate. He muſt 
call to mind he once was ignorant of his awn 
ſtate, and ſo far from having the leaſt deſire 
after the things of God, that he fled from the 
light—ic wie diſguſtful and diſagreeable to 
him. 

As the obſerving Chriſtiar will not require 
much perſuading there has been a change made 
in himſelf, if the effect of this be agreeable 
to the word of God, he need not ſuſpect its 
being of a ſaving nature. If he is brought to 
ſee all his righteouſneſs as filthy rags, and led 
to depend wholly on that righceouſneſs which 
is of God by faith; if his deſires are now to 
walk in the Spirit, and not fulfil the luſts of 
the fleſh; if he now, as a new born babe, de- 
fires the ſincere milk of the word, he will find 
his own. picture deſcribed in the word, and 
may read it to the joy of his heart. 
A man who is thoroughly acquainted with 
the laws of England, may be perfectly ſatisfied 
he ſces more of the nature of it than a thouſand 
novices; and it would be great folly in him to 
ſuſpect that he ſces not beyond thoſe who are 
buried in ignorance. So it is evident, God has 
ſo deſcribed nature and grace in the word, that 
the diligent Chriſtian may not only be perſuaded 
he ſees the nature of the Goſpel, but that ge 
has felt its power upon his own ſoul; and that, 
5 e 
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as he once could live in the neglect of it, it is 
now more to him than his neceſſary food. 

The doubting Chriſtian may find many ob- 
jections occaſioned by his remaining 1gnorance, 
which may attack him in different forms. 
Sometimes he may fear, if the knowledge he 
has had been given him in ſpecial love, he 
8 ſhould have had more of the light of God's 
W countenance with it. This objection is very 
common, but it is often occaſioned by the 
perſon's own negle& of the means of grace. 
If Chriſtians neglected their bodies as they 
frequently do their ſouls, they would ſoon 
complain of pain and ſickneſs, 

It would argue great ignorance to ſay we are 
not alive becauſe we are indiſpoſed ; the very 
deſire of the light of God's countenance is a 
politive proof of the ſoul's being renewed; the 
being denied this pleafure is the reaſon why 
we hear from it ſuch fears and complaints. 
Thoſe who are not alive to God are ſilent about 
theſe things; they neither love to talk or think 
of ſuch things, and feel a hatred Saint thoſe 
who do. 

Where- ever this is the objeRion i it is one of 
1 colthe moſt pleaſing kind, as it proves ſuch a foul 
arcis like David, Pſalm xlii. 11. Why art thou caſt 


bh atWoithin- me? Hope thou in God : for 1 ſhall yet 
dedpraiſe him, who is the health of my countenance, 
t Band my God. It is only the living who can 
hat,SWcomplain in this manner, Let all ſuch wait 


D 3 - patiently; 


down, O my fo? and why art — diſquieted © 
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patiently ; he that ſhall come, will come, and 
will nog tarry, Many who are now in heaven 
have, in this dark lane, cried out, Lord, how 
long wilt thou hide thy face but light is ſure to 
come in God's time. The ways of God are a 
great deep; ſome ſhall be filled with joy, 
and others on the very brink of deſpair; 
both are equally dear to God; the weeping 
child is as much a child as the rejoicing one, 
and as much regarded by the Father, 
; - God's bruiſed reeds make a melody which 
is heard even in heaven, and has as much the 
notice and attention of Jehovah as the praiſe 
of arch-angels. The very tears of ſuch are 
bottled, and their very fears are even working 
together for their good. Let ſuch bleſs the 
name of the Lord that they cannot ſit down 
contented with a form, without the power. 
How different the language of a man natu- 
rally enlightened ! he will never complain of 
the hidings of God's face—will never fay, / 
ſought him, but I found him not; he is bothag- 
norant of the pleaſures of religion, and the 
plague of his own heart. 
But the Chriſtian who makes this obje&ion, 
is wholly different; his light is not comma 
by ſpecial and ſaving grace, he can no more fit 
downandreſtinaform of godlineſs, than a hungry 
man can content himſelf with ſeeing a well-ſpread 
table which he is debarred from partaking of: 
therefore want of knowledge, not of Grace; 
the 3 of his complaint. | 
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= Some are greatly alarmed on this accounts 
they cannot remember any particular time when 
God wrought this great work on them; and 
heir fears are much increaſed when. they hear 
Wothers, who are able to deſcribe all the parti- 
Wculars about their converſion. Though thoſe, 
Pho are able to tell the preciſe time, may de- 
ive ſome advantage by it, yet none of theſe 
Would be ſatisfied with having experienced any 
Wxcraordinary change at a particular time, if 
Whe effects of ſuch a change were not agreeable 
Wo the word of God, Saul, afterwards King 
Saul, might remember a great change, and the 


re Wime of it; but the conſequences proved it to 
ige no ſaving one: therefore it is no argument 
he f great wiſdom to depend much upon the 


nowledge of the preciſe time, 4 
Light ſometimes comes in as the day; we d 
jot ſay it is not day becauſe it came in gra- 
lually: the revelation of God's ſalvation to 
Inners was given not at once, but by gradual 

nd flow degrees; ſo it is often in grace. 
Thoſe who have been privileged with a 
rood education, and have been kept from 
pen ſin, ſeldom can tell in fo particular a 
anner ag others who have been brought up 
Hin and darkneſs. A good education. may 
form the jddgchent, but the will and affec- 
ons will never make choice of, and delight 
God in Chriſt, but by the powerful work! 
f the Holy Spirit. Let ſuch as are ee 
th this fear, remember it is not ſo much how 
om 5 4 * N the 
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the light came, as what they are. brought to 
ſee by this light. This objection however is 
not eaſily removed; we are always more ready 
to lend an ear to what mortals lay, than we are 
to attend to the word of God. : 

I remember, in the beginning of my mini- 
ſtry, to have heard one man, in giving in an 
account of his experience, ſpeak to this pur-Wi 

e: That no man under heaven ſtood in 
greater need of the blood of Chriſt to waſh 
away his ſins, nor any ſaw more the inſuffi- 
ciency of his own righteouſneſs, or fled more 
entirely to the righteovineſs of Chriſt held out 
in the Goſpel. The man had no equal in that 
neighbourhood, for temper and conduct, before 
his change, and the light came into his mind 
very gradually. | 

God works as a ſovereign : ſome, when they 
are ſavingly called, are a long time before 
they are led to ſee into the doctrines of the 
Goſpel; others are taught them in a ſmall ſpace 
of time. So in his firſt beginning to work upon 
the ſoul, though many can tell the time and 
manner of the Lord's calling them, yet ſome, 
upon reflection, will remember ſuch particular 
ſeaſons when they have had remarkable impreſ 
ſions, which ſometimes makes it difficult to con 
clude when the real change todk place. Fev 
but can remember particular times of comfort 
when they could, like Jacob, call the place 
Bethel; and all can remember their times o 
darkneſs and barrenneſs, when their langue 
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has been, Oh that I were as in months paſt! 
ob xxix. 2. 

That light which causes the ſoul to delight 
n God, or deſire the enjoyment of him nh a 
all the things of time; which enables him to 
ee into the word, and with pleaſure ſtudy the 
ontents of it, muſt be of a ſaving nature; 
Wowever the Chriſtian may be diſſatisfied about 
Wot diſcerning when God called him; and this 
WW iffers from that kind of knowledge called head 
WK nowledge, which affects the head only; this 

eaches the heart, 

Why does the believer love and follow after 
his light? He follows on to know the Lord, 
doth in public and private; others, who are 
gnorant, wonder he is not weary; but they feel 
ot how his heart is enlarged, by divine grace, 
o run in the ways of God's commands. Why 
oes his ſoul cleave to things he once had an 
xverſion to? Becauſe he is tranſlated from 
ce he kingdom of darkneſs into the kingdom of 
onf8od's dear Son, The light however that has 
.nd&ome into his mind, proves itſelf to be the ſo- 
neWWereign and ſaving teachings of the Holy Spirit 
lat N Could ſuch ſee themſelves in the glaſs 


by "I r r a\ 


rel. e Jord of God, they would, inſtead of 
on 2 nding their time in ſuſpicions about their 
re ate, be employed in giving thanks to Him 
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ho has commanded the light to ſhine into | 
heir hearts. 


Many have been BOY harraſſed with this 
car; if they had been enlightened in a ſaving 
manner, 
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manner, they ſhauld have ſhared of gifts equal 
with others, and would have had as comperent 
a knowledge of divine things; whereas they are 
ſenſible many far exceed them. 

When ſuch as theſe have heard a perſan pray 
very fluently, they have gone into ſome corner 
by themſelves, and there drawn the moſt gloomy 
concluſions. Few are aware what advantage 
Satan, the cunning adverſary, takes by ſuch 
things as theſe to rob the believer of all his 
comfort. This has not been on account offi 
their having an averſion to prayer, or to any 
having great liberty in prayer; but they ſel 
they have ſo ſmall a gift themſelves; they fear 
they were never made partakers of a ſpirit ol 
prayer and ſupplication, - | 

Satan underſtands well how to diſtreſs a ſoul 
in this caſe; if he cannot keep perſons in total 
darkneſs, he would hide from their eyes wha! 
God has in infinite mercy wrought for them 
but let ſuch remember, that prayer doth no 
conſiſt in the multiplicity of words, or ele 
gance of expreſſion ; but in the ſincerity an 
intenſe deſires of the heart, offered up to Go 
by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. | 

It is not the quantity of knowledge or gift 
but the quality, that ought to be enquired inte 
Some have great knowledge, who have ne 
even the appearance of grace; ſome alſo hay 
remarkable gifts, whe are total ſtrangers to 
work of grace on their hearts. The humb 
ſpirit which appears in this objection, is not 


— 
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Wc found in hypocrites; ſuch are puffed up 
ich their attainments, and are never to be 
Wound in this frame. We may as ſoon expect 
Wo find grapes on thorns, as this frame in any 
Dot thoſe whom God hath ſavingly changed. 

Many who make this very objection, are 
Wminent for living in the fear of God, and 
Witentimes more uniformly adorn the goſpel 
an ſome who have large gifts, though they 
e real Chriſtians. It has been obſerved, thoſe 


oh no ſtumble and bring a ſcandal on the goſpel, 
5 refor the moſt part perſons of great gifts. 
e 


I would adviſe ſuch as are perplexed \ with 
is objection, to look more at the effects of 
eir knowledge than the extent of it: it is no 
ad ſign to ſee the heart better than the head, 
wile parent loves not to ſee the head of a 
hild grow too faſt; and ſuch are ſeldom orna- 


na cnts in the family of God, who have ſo far 
" WW: ceeded their brethren in gifts: theſe, like 
* ips which have got more fail than ballaſt, 


ten ſplit on the rock of ſpiritual pride. 
any precious ſouls are humbled in the duſt, 
hen they fee others whom they imagine ſo far 
xceed themſelves ; when at the ſame time, 
ould ſuch ee thoſe very perſons as they really 
re, they would be a terror unto them. 
If, believer, the Lord has given thee this 
ift, to lay at the footſtool of free grace, and 
el thyſelf leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints before 
im.; if he has given thee eyes to ſee thy own 
dthingneſs, and is enabling thee to ſee more 
| and 
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and more of the excellency of the Lord Jeſus, 
he has done great things for thee ; he hath 
done more for thee than if he had given thee 
ten millions of worlds: the valley of humilia- 
tion is a ſafe, a holy, and a happy place; pray 
to be kept there while thou liveſt. Never 
meaſure the nature of thy gifts or knowledge 
by others, but by the word of God: if thy 
knowledge is of the right kind, it will make 
thee thirſt for more; thou wilt have a ſpirit op- 
polite to that which is of the world; thoſe who 
are of the world, deſire not the knowledge of 
the ways of God ; ; thine will cauſe thee to hear 
the word with a ſincere deſire to grow in rac 

and in the knowledge of the Lord Jeſus. 
thy gift in prayer be but ſmall, thy prayer wil 
be the language of thy heart, a frame of mind 
no hypocrite ever knew. Many prayers which 
are admired by men, are an abomination ir 
the eyes of God. God is a ſpirit, and muſt bg 
worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth: he pays ne 
attention to fine ſpeeches, and eloquent ad 
dreſſes, that merely flow from the lip; but 
ſigh from a contrite ſpirit, a groan from 
broken heart, pierces the clouds, reaches thi 
ear, and penetrates the heart of Jehovah, 
There are ſome who fear all their know 
ledge will prove ſpurious, becauſe they neve 
had ſuch a law-work as they hear ſome other 
have had. Meaſuring ourſelves by others, ani 
overlooking the word of God, has been a com 
mon miſtake, Many of Zion s travellers 5 
- | cel 
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been alarmed by this folly, and created them- 
ſelves many an hour's ſorrow. 
The remarkable Daniel Burgeſs, in anſwer— 
ing this objeCtion, ſays, * The farmer never finds 
fault with his ploughman for not having 
ploughed the ground ſufficiently deep, if his 
corn do but grow well.” Says he to the doubt- 
ing ſoul, *© Look more at the corn, and leſs at 
Wt he plough.“ How many, when they have heard 
f ſome having had great terrors, have for a 
Wime thrown away all the comforts they have 
W ver received ! 
The great Mr. Livingſton was. ſo much in 
his ſituation, that though God had owned his 
iniſtry with ſuch ſucceſs as few ever knew; 
yet finding many to whom God had bleſſed 
is labors who endured a great deal of terror, 
e begun to fear that he himſelf had been de- 
ceived, He prayed that God would make him 
o experience that terror others went through; 
and he relates, in his account of his experience, 
hat he had for one half hour ſuch horror of mind, 
hat he thought had he continued one half hour 
onger in that frame, it would have put an end 
o his exiſtence, He never afterwards prayed 
o experience terror, and was convinced he had 
nned in ſo doing. R 

Be not ſo much concerned about alaw work, 
thou art brought to ſee Chriſt is the end of 
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alvation by it, and at the ſame time not the 
zalt objection to any part of it; but canſt from 
92 E | thy 


he law, and haſt not the leaſt. expectation of 
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thy heart ſay, I delight in the law of God after 
the inner man, and approve the command- 
ment, as holy, and juſt, and good. Thoſe ge- 
nerally are the moſt harraſſed with the law, 
who by their education have been trained up Wi 
with expectations of being ſaved by their ima- Wl 
ginary good works; others, who have had an 
education wholly different, ſeldom experience 
ſuch terror, though they are as much brought 
of from the law, as a covenant of works, as 
thoſe who have had the moſt terror. 

While the ſoul is looking to the law for ſal- 
vation, there is a neceſſity the law ſhould be 
ſet home. Paul was looking for ſalvation by MW 
it, therefore 1t was applied with power; but 
many who are trained up under the goſpel, 
did never expect ſalvation by it: theſe when 
they are ſavingly called, ſeldom have any ſuch 
terror as thoſe have, who have had no adviti- : 
tages; they oftentimes have great diſtreſs, but 
it ariſes from a different quarter, 3 

Nothing is more common than for thoſe who 
have had great terror by the law, to look on 
rone to be Chriſtians, but thoſe who have gone 
through the ſame terrors themſelves have ex- 
perienced. 

It is not uncommon to meet with ſome who 
think if they had the Holy Spirit for their 
teacher, they ſhould have made greater 
progreſs, having had ſo many advantages. 
They read that thoſe that are planted in thei 
9 of the Lord, ſhall grow and flouriſh j 

| 
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the courts of our God, and fear they ſee no- 
thing of this in themſelves, though frequently 
W ſuch are ſeeing more and more into their own 
emptineſs, and alſo into the fulneſs which 1s 
in Chriſt; a ſure ſign of growing, It is a pleaſing 
"i circumſtance to meet with a perſon thirſting 
after greater attainments; and as carnal ſecurity 
and inſenſibility 1s the common badge of the 


made by them; this fear is not uncommon 
Wamong the truly gracious; it has kept many 
Was in chains of bondage. 
Thoſe who are perplexed with this fear, may 
Wbe ſatisfied, if God had left them to delude 
rhemſelves with a falſe religion, they would 
Have been ſtrangers to ſuch a frame. Fooliſh 
virgins are wholly ignorant of it; their lamp 
Wis never ſearched into, to ſee whether there is 
Pil or no. Some are making great improve- 
Wnents, and are not ſenſible of it. Sometimes 
Whoſe very things which alarm and diſtreſs, and 
make the believer fear he has no grace at all, 
are difficulties permitted on purpoſe to make 
him ſhine in grace, and be more and more 
Fooced and grounded in love. Thoſe very temp- 
ations: and trying diſpenſations which make 
im find his ſtrength perfect weakneſs, as Paul 


oy nowledge of himſelf and Chriſt. 

No man, who had not grace, was ever con- 

erned about growing in grace; it is only the 
| * real 
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Whypocrite, ſuch complaints as theſe are never 


experienced, will enlarge his mind both in the 
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real believer, who wiſhes to improve every 
talent. 

Many ſincere ſouls have been greatly diſ- 
treſſed, fearing the change they have ex- 
perienced has been only occaſioned by thoſe 
convictions which many hypocrites may have. 
That there have been many who have had 
ſtrong convictions, and who have been for a 
time reformed by theſe, is very evident; and for 
a ſhort time theſe may deceive many; nay, may 
exceed many real Chriſtians in zeal and appear- 
ance : but theſe, having no ſpiritual principle, 
are only moved by thoſe impreſſions which go 
off again, and leave the ſoul as deſtitute of 
deſires after God and ſpiritual things, as the 
moſt carnal in the world, When the Spirit 
of God .convinces the ſoul of ſin, he never 
ſtops there, but goes on to convince of righte- 
ouſneſs and judgment. Wherever he wounds, 
in due time he pours in the healing unction of 
the blood of Chriſt, and divine conſolation. 

Many ſcrupulous perſons are long followed 
with this ſuſpicion, which cauſes them to over- 
look many of thoſe times of refreſhing, with 
which God has been pleaſed to favor them. 

Thoſe very fears, to the real Chriſtian, work 
for good; and indeed only ſuch are harraſſed 
by them: his very fears of being wrong, will 
make him examine particularly; his A 
ledge will be enlarged thereby: though thoſe 
who are under the influence of common con- 
victions appear to go far, and at firſt, in ap- 

pearance, 
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WE pearance, even exceed the real believer, as our 
ord intimates in the parable of the ſower. 
Ihe ſeed which fell on the ſtony ground ſoon 
ſprung up, but had no root, therefore ſoon 
withered away; they then either ſettle in a 
form, or turn back like a dog to his vomit. 

An hypocrite never, no, not for one half 
hour, felt his ſoul charmed and delighted with 
he glories and excellencies of the perſon and 
offices of the Lord Jeſus. It is the Spirit of 
od alone can glorify Chriſt in the heart; and 
his he does in ſaints only. : 

There is a religion which is natural, whereby 
a man aſſents to the truth in general; but at 
he ſame time totally denies the power of it; 
ay, hates even ſo much as to hear any thing 
df the power of real godlineſs. 


rom open fin; and, above all theſe, Satan has 
peculiar hand in their ſecurity; he tempts 
hem not as he does others, they are faſt aſleep 
already, and he cannot be more ſecure of them 
han he is. The ſelf-righteous Phariſee is not a 


dut thoſe who ſtagger the Chriſtian, appear 
ore like thoſe who are ſavingly called, than 
ere formal profeſſors. There is ſomething 
dn them more than reſtraint ; they receive the 
7ord with joy; they for a while are carried 
way with religion. This is ſomething more 
Fhan eſcaping the pollution that is in the world 
p-Fhrough luſts: their affections appear engaged 
I nn E 3 in 


Many conſiderations unite in keeping ſuch 


ep nearer heaven than the prophane ſinner ; ' 
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brews, has rouſed the fears of many. For i 
it impoſſible for theſe who were once enlightened 
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in religion. All this may be, and the change 
not ſaving; it may be but a common work 


upon the conſcience, and on the natural pal- 


fions. While the conviction abides on the con- 
ſcience, the news of a pardon cannot but be 
agreeable to ſuch ; but as ſoon as ever the con- 
viction goes off, they deſire neither pardon or 
any other ſpiritual enjoyment, and therefore 


go on living, and perhaps dying, unpardoned, 


unforgiven after all. One thing wherein the Wi 
real Chriſtian differs from theſe is, the renewed i 
principle wrought in him in regeneration 
abides in him, and cauſes him to deſire both 
the knowledge and enjoyment of all ſpiritual 
things; and he cannot ſtop ſhort of pardon and 
peace; he never reſts till the great ſecret of 
ſalvation is revealed to him by the witneſſing 
Spirit of God, and then he reſts in peace in the 
ſweet boſom of his Saviour. When the other 

is drawn back by the world, the true Chriſ-W# : 
tian's change being in his heart, not merely inM | 


his conſcience, the world is no longer his ele- 


ment; all that is in it cannot fatisfy that crav- 
ing he has now in his ſoul, after divine, ſpiritual, 
and heavenly objects. | 

The apoſtle Paul in his Epiſtle to the He- 


and have taſted of the heavenly gift, and wer, 
made partakers of the Holy Gho/t, and have taſted 
the good word of God, and the powers of the world 
to come, c. Heb. vi. 4—6, It is very eaſj 
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to know what is meant by thoſe wwho were once 
enlightened. - Even the common light of the 
Golpel brings the natural man a light others 
have not, who never heard of it, How 
dark was the heatheti. world! How dark is the 
Mahometan, Jewiſh, and Papal world, who 
have not the light of the Goſpel ! ; 

By the preaching of the Goſpel ſuch things 
are preſented to the underſtanding of a man, 
concerning which he was wholly in the dark be- 
fore, and with ſuch evidence of their being 
true, that he cannot reſiſt the force of that truth. 
So we read in the 2d of Peter, ii. 21. For it had 


righteouſneſs, than, after they have known it, to 
turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 
It was delivered to them in ſo clear and power- 
ful a manner, that their judgment could not 
but gain ſome information ; but their will and 
affections being unrenewed, their profeſſion of 
the Goſpel could not be abiding. 

thoſe who fall away. They are enlightened by 
the truth, and know the will of their Maſter, 


when the Holy Spirit of God ſheds his divine 
light on the underſtanding, he renovates the 
will to embrace, and the affections to delight 
in the great things of God. Holineſs is the 
happineſs of ſuch a ſoul, 


The 


been better for them not to have known the way of 


This is a great aggravation of the ſin of 


but do it not. What numbers of ſuch are trea- 
ſuring up wrath againſt the day of wrath! But 


"4 
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The common light of the Goſpe! itſelf, often- 
times, for a while, will reform a man when he 
is not renewed by it. It may for a time in- 
fluence the moral conduct, but it will never 
change the heart. It is not the voice of man, 
but the power of God muſt do that, 

But ſome, in a more particular manner, taſte 
of the good word of God. Theſe are more like 
the real Chriſtian, and on that account make 
the believer fear being deceived. The word 
ſignifies taſting a thing, to try whether it is 
agreeable or no. O taſte and ſee that the Lord 
is good, Pl. xxxiv. 8, Theſe, when under con- 
viction, taſte, and ſeem to reliſh thoſe parts of 
the word which ſuit their cafe ; ſuch as promiſes 
of pardon to the chief of finners; but having 
no renewed principle, they never are led to 
ſeek thoſe manifeſtations of God's love, which 
thoſe follow after who are ſavingly wrought 
upon by the Holy Ghoſt. All their concern 
is to eſcape hell, which makes it evident how 
different ſuch are from thoſe who really taſte 
that the Lord is gracious ! 

The Lord gives to his own ſome ſuch re- 
freſhing times from his preſence, which cauſes 
them to fit down under the apple-tree of his 
Goſpel with great delight; and to eſteem the 
world, and its higheſt gratifications, as leſs than 
nothing, and vanity. Theſe ſeek for the Spirit 
of God to witneſs with their ſpirits, and have 
ſomething more in purſuit than fleeing from the 

wrath 
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wrath to come. Theſe ſeek the ſanctification 
of their natures, and the enjoyment of God in 
time and eternity. The taſte theſe have does 
not leave them like the morning cloud. 
= The falſe profeſſor never had any real love to 
W the things of God, but followed merely as a 
ſick man takes phyſick, becauſe he thinks death 
will be the conſequence if he neglect it; there- 
fore, as ſoon as his fright is over, which his 
Wiickneſs was the ſole cauſe of, he wants no more 
medicine. Juſt ſo, thoſe treat divine things, 
who are only alarmed by common convictions 
when theſe go off, their religion is gone as the 
dew, | 

Under thoſe impreſſions they have no affec- 
tion to the people of God; the motive that 
brings ſuch in among them is not love, or any 
real liking to their ſpirit and manner of living; 
ſo that as ſoon as thoſe impreſſions go off, they 
frequently imbibe a greater degree of hatred 
apainſt real Chriſtians, than thoſe who never 
had any ſuch convictions, and, if poſſible, will 
nd ſome excuſe from their failings for deſert- 
ing them. The evangeliſt John, in his epiſtle, 
entions ſome ſuch as theſe: They went cut from 
us, but they were not of us ; for if they had been 
Fus, they would, no doubt, have continued with us: 
ut they went out, that they might be made manifeft 
that they were not all of us. 1 John ii. 19. They 
generally make it ſufficiently appear, when they 
join the world again, that they never were of 
God's family, | 
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There is a peculiar ſpirit given to thoſe who 
are plants of the Lord's planting, though it 
may be along time before they receive comfort, 
They cleave to thoſe who drink into the ſpirit 
of the Goſpel; they find no reſt in the world; 
they feel themſelves no longer of the ſpirit of $ 
it, and are very ſenſible, if they never find the 
comfort they are ſeeking after, they never can 
find it in any thing but religion. The taſte 
theſe have will never permit them to entertain 
one thought of leaving the people of God. 

Thoſe who fall away have ſometimes greater 
impreſſions of the worth of everlaſting things, 
than thoſe who are ſavingly called, which may 
be called taſting of the powers of the world to 
come. Theſe impreſſions make them, for a 
ſeaſon, tremble like Felix, but they are ſoon gone, 
and never make any change in the diſpoſition, 
The greateſt terrors, if alone, will not make 
any ſaving change in human nature, 

Theſe, never having felt any pleaſures ſupe- 
rior to thoſe they have had in ſin, are ſoon 
drawn back again, and neither ſeek the know- 

ledge of God or his ways. 
But the real Chriſtian is wholly different; 
the frame of his heart is changed; he can no 
longer feed on huſks; he will hearken to no 
voice but that of the Great Shepherd. All the 
carnal men in the world cannot draw him from 
that happineſs he is now in purſuit of. He looks 
on the caſe of thoſe who draw back, to be, above 
all others, miſerable. It he find not to His 
ſatisfac. 
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(atisfaction, like Hannah, he will continue 
ſeeking with a ſad countenance, 

= Such need not fear their religion being only 
W the effect of common conviction; though they 
W may be.compared to the bruiſed reed and ſmoak- 
Wing flax, they ſhall neither be broke or quench- 
Wed. He that hath begun ſo good a work will 
Wcarry it on; and though ſuch may ſow long in 
Wears, they ſhall reap in joy, in the iſſue. | 
lc is a great thing to be ſatisfied the light we 
Have received by the Goſpel is of a ſaving nature, 
uch as no hypocrite in the world ever had. There 
Ws an abſolute neceſſity of being convinced we ex- 
perience ſomething. ſuperior to all theſe; and 
df being fully perſuaded, that our calling was 
wt of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of. 
aan, but of God, in order to have a ſenſe of 
diſtinguiſhing love impreſſed on our hearts. 
By this the believer's mind will be enriched 
ith thoſe ideas of God, which will confirm 
im more and more. . 

The more diſtinctly the Chriſtian diſcerns 
hat the means of grace, of themſelves, will not 
give ſaving light to the underſtanding, and 
grace to the heart; the more he perceives the 
mmediate power of God in thoſe who are cal- 
ed, and how perſonally ſuch muſt be loved; 
ind at the ſame time drinks of thoſe ſtreams of 
ing water, which come from a rock more 
Wo be admired than that in the wilderneſs; and 
hat is more evident than that the molt power- 
ul . though arranged in the very beſt 
Wanner, 
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manner, and delivered by one of the moſt pun. 
gent preachers, even one who travails in birth 
again over immortal ſouls ; will no more bring 


a dead ſoul to life, than the ſame means uſed 3 


would bring a dead body from the grave. This 


proves what- a real change God has made in 


thoſe who are truly regenerated, and that the 
hand of God is peculiarly in this change. 

This doctrine is very comfortable to thoſe 
who are convinced the change wrought on 
themſelves could not poſſibly come from any 
inferior cauſe than the almighty power and love 
of God ; which Paul mentions, Eph. ii. 4, 5; 
But Ged, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
r he loved us, even when we were dead in 
fins, hath quickened us together with Chriſt. Thoſe 
have a very ſhallow idea of the infinite 1mpor- 
tance of this mercy, if they do not particularly 
eye the great cauſe. Much of the believer's 
comfort will ariſe from being clear in this 

int; it tends to impreſs his heart with a ſenſe 
of the eye of God being continually on him: 
for on what will he look, under the heavens, 
with ſo much delight, as on thoſe he has thus 
loved? And to be ſo regarded and noticed by a 
covenant God, affords a more pleaſing reflec- 
tion than is to be expreſſed. 

Such aſtoniſhing love calls loudly for our 
attention and gratitude, Is it not to. be la- 
mented, that-God ſhould beſtow ſuch infinite 
favors, and thoſe who partake of ſuch great 
hens ſhould live ſo inſenſible of them? So 

© much 
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much ſo, that the greateſt things in falvation 

are overlooked, Let it be obſerved, this is not 
Wa gift for a moment, but of an everlaſting 
nature; the underſtanding will never be dark 
as it was before this change, nor the ſoul be 


a ever in a ſtate of condemnation again. 


That divine work which is wrought in the 
poor ſoul, may be called that which is born of 
the Spirit, the real effects of the creating power 
of the Holy Ghoſt upon the ſoul. It is a ſu- 
perior work to that which only reſtrains a man 
from ſin; for by this a man is poſſeſſed of a 
new nature, which the carnal and unregenerate 
world is ignorant of. This is not like the 
morniug cloud and early dew; this ſeed will 
remain in the Chriſtian to the end; it is a plant 
of the Father's planting, which ſhall never be 
plucked up. _ ' | 

To be perfectly ſatisfied, that he who has 
been giving this great gift in all ages, has ac- 
tually beſtowed it on us; and that we have now 
an underſtanding ſuperior to any mere natural 
man whatever, will make us at times ſay, 
Lord, why wilt thou manifeſt thyſelf to us and not 
unto the world? and we ſhall” feel compaſſion 
for thoſe who are in the dark, being ſenſible 
who it is that has made us to differ. 

It is of no weight, that ſome men, of the 
brighteſt capacities, have held this doctrine in 
contempt; for ſuch, though wiſe in natural 
things, prove themſelves to be totally unac- 
quainted with ſpiritual things: For you ſee-your 

F calling, 
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calling, brethren, how that not many wiſe men 
after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble, 
are called: but God hath choſen the fooliſh things 
A the world to confound the wiſe. 1 Cor. i. 
26, 27. 

The carnal man may be wiſe in worldly 
things; yet how fooliſhly do they act, who give 
all they are poſſeſſed of, for a building which 
ſtands within the reach of the ſea, and which 
muſt of conſequence be ſoon waſhed away ! S0 
weak are the wiſeſt of men, all they build their 
comfort upon is within the flood-mark of the 
changes of this world. Thoſe who act in fo 
unwiſe a manner in the chief concerns they 
have under the ſun, prove how great their 
folly muſt be. 

The religion ſuch men have ariſes from com- 
mon notions, which are to be found in the moſt 
inconſiderate at times; i. e. that time is ſhort, and 
that eternity muſt be of great importance. 

But thoſe whoſe hearts are changed by grace, 
ſee a pleaſure in religion ſuperior to any this 
world can pretend to. Such, by obſervation, 
may find their regard to the things of God is 
not occaſioned by the conſidefation of death 
being awful, and eternal things of ſuch vaſt 
Importance; but on account of the underſtand- 
ing being ſo enlightened, that they diſcern there 
is a higher happineſs to be enjoyed in religion 
than can poſſibly be had in any thing temporal. 

That religion muſt be true that ſprings pure- 
ly from choice, and which is the element the 
| - foul 
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ſoul can only find real pleaſure in, While 
ſlaviſn fear is the ruling motive in the heart, 


| the Chriſtian will be ſuſpicious ; but when he is 
J ſatisfied the ways of religion are the delight of 
W his ſou], his fears will ſubſide, 


Fear and terror may, for a ſeaſon, cauſe a man 
to appear as if h:s motives were heavenly and 
ſpiritual; but religion, which comes from no 
higher a cavſe than this, will ſoon vaniſh, and 
legve a man worſe than he was before, The 
folly of human nature being only bridled by 
"ah and dread, when theſe obſtructions are 
gone, the ſtream of corruption and fin rung 
with more rapidity than before. 

If carnal perſons, who are under convictions 
from ſome inferior cauſe, begin to go along, and 
for a while keep pace with ſuch as are truly re- 
ligious; yet theſe, having no underſtanding to ap- 
prghend the worth of Chriſt, and the importance 
of everlaſting things, when their impreſſions 
wear off, they will ſoon tire; and ſuch will 
continually eſteem religion, as that in which 
they can promiſe themſelves no preſent plea- 
ſure; It is not any real preſent pleaſure they 
ever ſought in it, but merely to eſcape that 
wrath which they feared. 

How different the Chriſtian! He as much 
wants that refreſhing which comes from the 
preſence of the Lord, as thirſty Iſrael did the 
water from the rock. The true Chriſtian is 
convinced more and more of the infinite im- 
portance of the things of God; and is fully 
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perſuaded there are no pleaſures to be compared | 
with thoſe of religion. 4 

This proves the great difference between ai 
ſaving work of the Spirit of God, and that re- 
ligion which has no higher a cauſe than terror ; 
and common convictions. And when this ii 
clearly diſcerned, it is a great advantage to thei 
Chriſtian, and proves to himſelf his religion 
ariſes from a right cauſe, ; 

Thoſe, therefore, who fee others fall fronf 
their profeſſion, may find by experience, the re. 
ligion they have is of a different nature; and 
are only more thoroughly confirmed by theſe 
awful changes. Peter was not ſhaken by the 
numbers who left Chriſt : he ſaid, To whom ſhall 
we g0? Thou haſt the words of eternal life. He 
found a pleaſure in Chriſt all the world beſide 
could not afford him. 

The minds of Chriſtians would be greatly 
relieved, if they could fee, in a more diſtin 
manner, how widely thoſe differ; and even 
that which may be diſcovered in the falling 
away of ſuch, would only tend to make them 
love religion more. For not only the way o 
the world at large, but particularly the ſpirit 
of theſe men, proves to the Chriſtian, there 13 
no living a ſpiritual life, without having a neu 
nature. 

Nothing is more common than for creatures 
to act according to their kind; and this not 
from any outward cauſe, but from that innate 
W which God hath placed i in them. So. 


in 
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in this aſtoniſhing change, thoſe who are ſa- 
vingly called will act according to that nature 
Whey are now made partakers of. As the young 
am will act according to its kind, and every 
other animal; ſo, he who partakes of a new 
Wnature, will find himſelf following the footſteps 

Wot the flock. 
Buy this ſaving change, the ſoul is as really 
Wiſpolſcd to live on ſpiritual things, as before 
Wcocneration it had only a deſire after carnal 
hings; and this is not cauſed by any thing 
| dutward, but by that principle God hath, in 
egeneration, planted in the ſoul. Tempt ſuch 
o turn their backs on religion, and take up 
worldly things for their pleaſure, they will 
ee] a reluctance: the company and pleaſures 
yhich formerly were great ſnares, have no 
harms now ; the renewed ſoul turns from them, 
o ſeek thoſe pleaſures which are peculiar to 
ſelf, Though ſuch oftentimes fear they have 
o true religion, and cannot come at that com- 
ort in it they could with, yet they will not ad- 
it the thought of abandoning religion for the 
orld. They have now got ſomething in them- 
elves which nothing under heaven will ſatisfy 
dut God himſelf : by theſe things a man may 
prove himſelf, and come to a knowledge of his 
tare. Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the 
aith ; prove your ownſelves. Know you not your 
wnſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, ex- 
23 Pe e be reprobates ? 2 Cor. xiii. 5. The word 
od 18 evidently fulfilled in all that are 
1 truly 
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truly regenerated, they that are born of the Spirit, 
mind the things bail, the Spirit; others who are only 
born of the fleſh, will have no higher pleaſures Wi 
than thoſe which ſpring from carnal things; the 
checks they have from natural conſcience make 
no change in the habit of the ſoul; we ſhall as 
ſoon find figs growing on thorns, and grapes 
on thiſtles, as thoſe following religion for their 
happineſs and comfort in this world. The dark- 
neſs of the underſtanding is not inſtantly re- 
moved; the Holy Ghoſt, in his ſovereign way, 
leads on the foul gradually to ſee ſpiritual 
things. 

But this light makes advances, like the light 
of reaſon: as we advance in years, ſo the mind 
of the Chriſtian ns; to diſcern the things of 
God. 
- This has been one cauſe why many Chriſ- 
tians have been more perplexed with ſome 
things in Chriſtianity, which they found no 
difficulty 1 in at their firſt ſetting out. 

Where there is a growing in grace and 
knowledge, there will be an increaſing deſire to 
ſee more clearly into all divine truth, and a 
greater ſenſibility of the neceſſity of the aſſiſ 
ance of the Holy Ghoſt to open the under- 
ſanding. 

It has been particularly owing to this, that 
many who have made ſome progreſs, and got 
before others of their fellow-travellers, have 
been at times reg exerciſed with diffi- 

| | culties, 
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Wculties, which they had not the leaſt idea of, 
Wnor do they ſee others tried with the ſame. 
When they have been particularly conſider- 
Wing how to approach God, and what ideas 
they ſuppoſe thoſe have who draw near in faith 
and love, under a proper impreſſion that they 
Ware loved infinitely, and that from everlaſt- 

ing; they find by ex nee this is ſcarce ſo 
much as thought of by themſelves, and that 
their minds wander, and their apprehenſions of 
God are very confuſed and dark; though they 
Wprofeſs to believe, that he who is God in their 
nature is as really appearing for them as a high 
prieſt in Heaven, as ſure as he once was 
nailed to the croſs; yet they find, though 
hey fully aſſent unto it as a truth, they make 
ittle uſe of this truth in thoſe very moments 
hen they ought, in prayer. All their plea, and 
all their confidence and boldneſs, ought t to be 
through the faith of it. 

Such mult know, if a worſhipper in the typi- 
al worſhip did not keep his eye to the end and 
deſign of God in thoſe types, he worſhipped: nor 


a Wn ſpirit; nor does the Chriſtian, when his mind 
. s not at all led to ſpiritual things. 
r- As a ſailor in a ſtorm is ſuppoſed to uſe all the 


kill he is maſter of, ſo ſhould a Chriſtian on his 
knees. All his light and knowledge ought to 
be in full exerciſe. It is not the multitude of 
dur words, but how our minds lay hold on an 
Inviſible God. Many have been taken vp with 
heir own. voice, manner, and words, and eſpe- 

* . cally 
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cially in public, when the mind has not been 
at all engaged, 

Many have found ſuch darkneſs and defect 
in their light, as to make them ſuſpect whether 
they have been taught ſavingly or no; yet 
this ſenſe of remaining darkneſs proves ſuch 
do ſee, and alſo more than ſome who are really 
taught of God. Many are not aware of their 
imperfections. 

A man who went to worſhip in the temple, i 
and underſtood the particulars of that worſhip, i 
and what God intended to hold forth by the 
different things in it, had ſomething outward 
to help his ſenſes; and this aſſiſted him to 
bring his mind into exerciſe: but our worſhip if 
is purely ſpiritual; and having Chriſt, a real iſ 
Chriſt, crucified, and in office too, to view by 
faith, — this is more than all the types in the 
temple put together: but if the mind is not 
led to him by the Holy Spirit, wandering and 
want of faith muſt be the conſequence. And 
as the Holy Ghoſt is a ſovereign, his influences 
cannot be commanded by men, He, like the 
wind, to which our Lord compares him, 
breathes when and where he pleaſes, 

Thus many, who have had both real and 


great comfort in prayer, may be brought into 


ſuch a perplexed fituation as to-fear it has all 
been a deluſion, and that Satan has been trans- 
forming himſelf into an angel of light, in or- 

der to deceive them. 


This 
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b This has alſo been frequently the caſe with 
many at the Lord's table, Their minds have 
been ſo much beclouded, they have feared the 
Holy Ghoſt had never taught them in any 
ſaving manner, 

Such fears to me appear very promiſing, and 
prove that the Holy Spirit is leading ſuch a 
foul 1 into the great things of Chriſtianity, | 
IL is ſuch feelings as theſe which make the 
W timorous ſoul run to the word, to fee if any 
help can be found there; while the believer 
has his mind wholly taken up with the general 
doctrines of the goſpel. He may ſee thoſe fo 
clear and diſtinct, as to be puffed up with high 
W notions of his own attainments ; but this is the 
W fault of his corrupt nature. A little know- 
Wlcdge puffeth up, but great knowledge lays 
the ſoul low. Paul ſaw ſo much of divine 
things as forced him to acknowledge, he knew 
but in part. 1 Cor. xiii. 12, | 
In this view, when he comes more particu- 
larly to examine how his mind is employed, 
and what thoſe ideas of God are, which parti- 
cularly engage his attention, and ought to 
kindle his love, when God only is witneſs to 
his devotions, he will be aſhamed of his ſhort 
comings ; and the more he ſees the more he will 
be humbled, and ready to conclude there are 
none like himſelf. He may. perhaps ſuſpect whe- 
ther he ever believed in God at all. If thoſe 
could believe how infinitely they are loved, 
and that they are but ſtruggling with the very 


lame difficulties thoulands had been tried with 
he 


Us 
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before, who are now in glory, how would this 
encourage them in looking to him, who ſo 
loves them, for help in all their times of need! 

As in many other caſes, it is only the fincere 
Chriſtian who is exerciſed with ſuch, fears: 
others neither are apprehenſive of their igno- 
rance, nor deſire any more light or knowledge; ; 
therefore love not to examine into thoſe 
things: But thoſe who are tried with theſe 
fears ſhould be on their guard, not to conclude 
they have never been ſavingly taught, becauſe 
they find ſuch: remains of darkneſs; but to 
remember, only thoſe lament this defect, whoſe 
eyes the Lord has opened. If they had not 
had eyes to ſee ſpiritually, they would not haye 
been thus ſenſible of their ignorance, 

Sometimes the Chriſtian will find much diffi» 
culty in his mind what perſon to pray to. Sa- 
tan (if permitted) will be very active at ſuch 
a ſeaſon, and tempt the believer to go by the 
light of fancy, and not by the word of God. 

Waiting on the Lord, and praying for light 
and direction, is the path, in this difficulty, the 
believer ſhould purſue; and call to mind, as he 
could not poſſibly have ſeen his loſt condition 
without divine teaching, ſo this kind of know- 
ledge is a free gift of God, and is granted in 
the uſe of means. 

In ſtudying the word he will find relief; for 
therein is ſet forth both the nature and object of 
prayer: but to enlarge on this ſubject now, 
would not ſuit the deſign of this work; 1 
| hope 
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ope (if ſpared) to write a treatiſe wholly on 
this ſubject, at no great diſtance from the pre- 
ſent period. e 
However, this very difficulty is peculiar to 
a child of God: only they ſeek to worſhip God 
Ja ſpirit and in truth, and they are the only 
perſons who follow on to know the Lord. An 
2arneſt deſire to obtain, and to grow in the 
experimental knowledge of God the Father, as 
a God of Love, and to have clear views of 
he perſon and merit of Chriſt, is an evidence 
he Lord is at work in ſuch a ſoul. 
Let ſuch remember, He that hath promiſed 
o lead the blind by a way which they knew not, 
vill, in his own time, bleſs and ſanctify this dif- 
culty to them. | | 
If any man lack wiſdom, let him aſk it of God. 
e go to him ſincerely, when we feel our 
Wants. 3 
All ſuch fears are over- ruled, to cauſe the 
hriſtian to ſee with his own eyes, and not 
ake things on truſt, or by what others ſay; 
hich is a great advantage to the believer, and 
akes him better acquainted with the truth, 
An'unregenerate man may deſire the know- _ 
edge of doctrines, that he may be able to con- 
erſe ſenſibly about them; but no man but 
dne who was born of the Spirit ever deſired to 
now God. | 
Thoſe who have got ideas of God, as a God: 
f Grace, will defire to have more clear appre- 
zenſions of him as ſuch, and of thoſe For 
| rant» 
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tranſactions of God which tend to impreſs thei 
heart with the greateſt things which he ever did 
or ſaid: in theſe they will, in a particular man- 
ner, deſire to grow in the knowledge of. . 

Thoſe do not only want to be ſaved, but 
alſo, to be enabled to give that glory to the 
Great Saviour ſuch ſhould give who partake 
of theſe infinite things, and to glorify. him in 
their bodies, ſouls and ſpirits, which are his, 
Therefore all theſe complaints give the ſtrongeſii 
proof of the ſoul being ſavingly illuminated. 

Nothing is more evident, than that it may be 
truly ſaid of men in general, they deſire not 
the knowledge of the ways of God; and this 
is the real caſe with them, whether they are ir 
public worſhip or in private. On the contrary, 
the Chriſtian 1s ſenſible, tho? he once was as the 
world are, he 1s now of a different ſpirit : and 
how different then muſt thoſe be, who are ſe 
far from this frame, that though they are ſatis 
fied they do ſee into the ſyſtem of doctrines, 
yet they. find their minds in ſome meaſure lik 
the apoſtle Paul, longing, if poſſible, to attain 
to the reſurrection of the dead, i. e. to have 2 
clear ideas of God and heavenly things as thoſe 
will have after the reſurrection. 

Every Chriſtian ſhould learn to judge d 
himſelf by the word. Paul does not unchriſtiat 
thoſe who lived on milk, and could not endurt 
ſtrong meat, nor the Epheſians, whom hl 
knew were greatly defective in the knowledg 
of Chriſt, A weak man mult not ſay he — 
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Walive, becauſe he is pot as ſtrong as the — 
Wc it. 
= Having taken notice of the change made in 
he underſtanding by regeneration, I would, 
: ſecondly, ſhew how thoſe who are born of the 
pirit are ſaid to be made partakers of the di- 
ine nature. 

This is not by a participation of the divine 
ſſence, which is incommunicable to any crea- 


ine nature ; but thoſe who were by nature 
hildren of wrath, and might be ſaid to be of 
heir father the devil, on account of their na- 
ures, by this change, are renewed in the ſpirit 
df their mind; and by the Holy Spirit they 
ave put upon them the new man, which after 


y 
he od 1s created in righteouſneſs and true holi- 
ess; therefore may be ſaid to be partakers of 
divine nature. The nature ſuch have before 


egeneration, is called ſenſual, carnal, and earth- 
y: now being changed, they are, in their 


re partakers of a divine nature, becauſe the 
re partakers of the Spirit of God. The change 
s from darkneſs to light, from enmity to love, 
rom fin to holineſs, and from death to life, 
All metaphors are inſufficient to ſet forth tuch 
jan aſtoniſhing change. 


o themſelves, and the-end for which they are 
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ure, nor is it by a perſonal union with the di- 


eaſure, ſpiritual, heavenly, and holy, They 


All kinds of creatures have natures peculiar 


eſigned of God: fo there are a peculiar people, 
nol whom God may + ſay, This people have 1 
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formed for myſe'f; they ſhall ſhew. forth n 
praiſe. 

It is very evident, a higher degree of com- 
munion with God was intended to be granted 
to man, in a ſtate of grace, than ever was de- 
ſigned for man in his firſt ſtate: for this fellow- 
ſhip and communion he is qualified by this 
change. 

Adam was formed to hold fellowſhip with 
God as a creator, but not as a new covenant 
God, who is glorifying the riches of his grace 
on veſſels of mercy. All the ideas a creature 
could have of God and his love, in that ſtate, 
were as nothing to that infinite love, and grace 
ſa clearly manifeſted in the, incarnation, and 

_ crucifixion, of Chriſt, _ 

Our 5 parents had not that underſtanding 
before the fall, which the Holy Ghoſt now gives 
to, Chriſtians: it requires a different kind of 
knowledge to ſee into the deſigns of God, as a 
God of grace, than it did merely to view him 
* the author of nature. Being made partak- 

5 of. the divine nature, Chriſtians are as 
ſts ualified and enabled to ſee the ways 
and works of a God of grace, as the natural eye 
capacitates a man to ſee the works of creation, 

Sometimes the Chriſtian will ſee more, of 
God, by the Holy Spirit giving him a view of 
Chriſt, in one moment, than Adam could ſec 
in, the whole, creation. 8 

The works of God which Adam ſaw, were 
meh, opt of. e not God himſelf: 


there- 
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therefore many learn the works of God, and 
are ignorant of God himſelf; for by the works 
of creation he cannot be known with ſuch a 
knowledge as brings ſalvation to the foul of 
a ſinner ; though, doubtlefs, Adam had very 
clear conceptions of the deity, and could ſee 
much of God in every work of his hand. That 
knowledge which is given to the believer in 
Chriſt, is a kind of knowledge as much ſupe- 
rior to that which is merely natural, as the 
Creator is above the creation he ſpoke into 
exiſtence; and this proves how highly thoſe ale 
favored who are made partakers of it. 
That view of God which the *Hi8ly Che 
gives to Chriſtians, is nothing leſs than the 
light of the knowledge of God, in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt: ſuch a revelation of God Him- 
ſelf, as could not have been made to creatures, 
but in and by his perſon who is both God and 
man. | Bee reg 
It is evident it was the deſign 'of Jehovah 
to make himſelf known in a ſuperior manner, 
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' BY (peaking after the manner of men) than it was 
* BY poſſible for him to be known by any thing he 
could create. Millions of Paradiſes are as no- 
7 thing, when compared with the excellencies 4 
our God, which ſhine in the face of Chri 
Jeſus, | | 


Thoſe who have attained very extenſive 
= knowledge of the works of nature, before they 
had any diſcernment of ſpiritual things, are 
very ſenſible of this; for though Adam in Pa- 
G 2 Tae 
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radiſe had a mind nobly enlarged with thei 
knowledge and love of the divine perfections, i 
yet fin put out his eyes, and blindneſs and ig - 
norance of God were the wretched legacy he 
bequeathed to all his ſons and daughters, Such 
therefore when they are renewed, find that in 
their unregenerate ſtate they had no ideas of 
the deſigns of God, in the incarnation and 
death of Chriſt ; the greateſt things that God i 
himſelf ever intended to bring to paſs, never 
entered their minds: and when men are igno-M 
rant of the chief things which concern the 
glory of God, they may be ſaid indeed to be ig. 
norant of God himſelf; nor had they any capa- 
city ſuited to ſuch ſublime ſubjects, before they 
were made partakers of this divine nature, 

But now being made partakers of the Holy 
Spirit, they not only ſee into the riches of the 
glory of this myſtery, but have a frame of 
ſoul ſuited to delight in it. Now we have re 
cei ved, not the ſpirit of the world, but the Spirit 
which is of God ; that we might know the thing: 
that are freely given to us of God, 2 Cor. ii. 12. 
They are allo ſenſible, no man, in his unregene- 
rate ſtate, can either underſtand in a ſaving 
manner, or delight in the ſtudy of this ſubject: 
he muſt firſt be created anew. in Chriſt Jeſus, 
before he is qualified for ſuch an exerciſe: to 
the carnal thoſe things are as a root out of a 
dry ground, 

If the Chriſtian ſees that by regeneration, he 
is not now merely in relation to God as a 
DOE. creature 


. * - 
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reature to a Creator, but as a child to a 
ather; and alſo that he is in ſuch a manner 
onnected with Chriſt, as may and ought to 
ake him conclude, he is not brought into 
uch an intimate relation to God for a ſmall 
hing, but for eternal glory to God, as well as 
wverlaſting happineſs to himſelf; and alſo to 
old the moſt intimate communion with Jeho- 
ah in this world; he will ſee a peculiar love 
nſeparably connected with this relation, which 
properly called the love of God in Chriſt 
W clus; and therefore, thoſe who are in this re— 
ation to God, mult of conſequence ſhare of 
Wis infinite and immutable love. Being in the 
ame 'relation with Chriſt himſelf, we cannot 
ail to be intereſted in that love which 1 is ſuit- 
ble unto ſuch a relation, 
Few are aware how near to God ſuch a change 
rings a man. Paul ſays, We who were afar off, 
re made nigh by the blood of Chriſt. Noro 
berefore ye are no more ſtrangers and foreigners, 
ut fellow-citizens with the ſaints, and of te 
ouſhold of God, c.: Eph. ii. 13. 19. 
If che Chriſtian could ſee himſelf, and the 
ight he has to enter into the holieſt by the 
lood of Jeſus, as a child of that family, and - 
ould fee himfelf fully entitled to this by thig 
ange, how much would it add to his comfort! 
le would ſee the way that our heavenly Fathes 
as now. conſecrated; and opened, that his chil. 
ren may enter even into the holieſt, is a glo- 
ious Py how much higher eee is t 
G 3 | be 
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be enjoyed with God now, by thoſe who are ini 
this relation, than could have been in a mere 
created ſtate; and in how much love thoſe Wi 
who are thus made children, ought to dray : 
near to God. | h ; 
Though there was nothing in God to di- 
courage man in his approaches ro him, 
when in a ſtate of innocence, yet the Chriſtian 
has ſuch an encouragement as cannot be de- 
ſcribed: and, though now a poor ſinful creature, 
when he fees ſuch an' infinitely glorious te- 
medy, and that its efficacy is the glory offi 
Chriſt himſelf, he may boldly enter into the 
holieſt by the blood of Jeſus; the nature he if 
now a partaker of will be content with no- 
thing leſs: others, who have not this nature, 
will ſeek nothing higher than this world. God, 
in making him a partaker of ſuch a nature, haz 
given him an earneſt that he is now a real heir 
of all ſpiritual things: If children, then heirs, 
Tc 
What were all the encouragements in Para- 
diſe, to that of beholding the Lord of thi 
heavenly world, not only having paid the ful 
rice for our ſins, but always appearing in th 
preſence of God for us! and not only ſo, bu 
that he ſhould conſider us as brethren! ! 
Joſeph's brethren found it to be no ſmal 
ground of encouragement, to fee that he wh 
was Lord of all the treaſures of Egypt, was il 
real brother: it was impoſſible they ſhoulc 
overlook ſo pleafing a circumſtance, Bur ii 
| ou 


% i 


THE CHRISTIAN'S LOOK!NG-CLASS, 71 


our eyes were more opened, we ſhould ſee infi- 
WE nitely more to encourage us than thole bre- 
WS thren had: and we ſhould ſee this in a far more 
encouraging light, if we ſaw more clearly the 
ſtate we are brought into by regeneration. And 
A were we more aware of the advantage of ſpiri- 
Wh tval and heavenly knowledge, we ſhould pray 
bor it as fervently as Paul did, in Eph. i. 17, 
18. That the God of our. Lord Feſus Chriſt, the 
{ther of glory, may give unto you the ſpirit of 
SS :0i/dom and revelation in the knowledge of him : 
Loe eyes of your underſtanding being enlightened ; 
bat ye may know what is the hope of his cat» 
ing, SW. 
No ſenſible man will enter into a relation, 
but with a deſign to act ſuitably to ſuch a con- 
nection, whether it be as a maſter, father, huſ- 
band, &c. 
Will an infinitely wiſe God take us into ſuch 
an intimate relation with himſelf, and not have 
that love to us which is proper to that rela- 
tion? It is the peculiar glory of the God of all 
grace, to make ſuch poor creatures as we are 
mete to be partakers of ſuch inexpreſſible fa- 
vors: not only to adopt us into his family, but 
to fit and qualify us for ſuch an intimate rela- 
tion to himſelf, 
Was it poſſible for the Chriſtian to ſee him- - 
ſelf as he will ſee in the world above, how 
yy would he be filled with wonder, both at the 
nature he now has, and the relation he is 
* to! Could he now ſee the change 
made 
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made in him, and the infinite deſign of God 
in it, how would he triumph to find himſelf 
capacitated to hold fellowſhip with a God of 
grace! He would ſee this is what no unrege- 
nerate man in the world is qualified for: this 
would convince him, God would not thus have 
opened his eyes, and ſhewn him thole things, 
but that he might delight himſelf in a God in 
covenant. 

Many who are made partakers of ſuch infi- 
nite privileges, yet have their minds ſo much 
beclouded, that they cannot take that comfort 
which belongs to them; they know not the 
things which are ſo freely given them of God: 
and nothing but the witneſs of the Holy Spirit 
can remove their doubts, and bring to them 
the enjoyment of this divine conſolation. In- 


ſtead of delighting themſelves with that glory 


which awaits them, and that they ſhall ſoon 
be holding an uninterrupted and: eternal fel- 
lowſhip with Jehovah above, they fear being 
only fit companions for. devils and damned 
ſpirits below. Thus many truly gracious per- 
ſons paſs much. of their time groping in the 
dark: but this is chiefly owing to a defect in 
the underſtanding. 

If the Chriſtian could diſtinguiſh as ſatis- 


factorily between grace and nature, as a man, 
_.. converſant with money, between good and bad 


coin, he would not be in this uncertainty. The 
Apoſtle ſays, Know ye not that Chriſt is formed 
in you? He would not have wrote this, if the 

Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian could not arrive at a poſitive aſſu- 
rance. 


It is an infinite mercy, his intereſt in thoſe 


derſtanding: as his underſtanding was not the 
cauſe of his being brought into ſuch a relation, 
ſo it is not of his continuing in it. 

Iſaac's being heir, was on account of being 
the ſon of Abraham; therefore the moment he 
was born, he was as much the heir of Abraham 
as when grown up. But though his knowledge 
did not make him an heir, he was not in a 
capacity to have ſuch comfort in fo high a 
ſtation, as when he underſtood in what man- 
ner, and for what end he came into exiſtence, 
and the great things he was born heit to. And 
for what an infinitely glorious end will the 
Chriſtian ſee himſelf made a child of the family 
of heaven! to enjoy, not only the heavenly 
Canaan, but to enjoy a covenant God to all 
eternity! And the more his mind is enlarged, 
the more will he be enabled to take in the things 
that are ſo freely given him of God. 

David, at firſt, knew little of the great things 
God had in view for hjm, even when God had 
made him a man after his own heart. So the 
Chriſtian, after his regeneration, often lives Jong 
with lictle knowledge of his intereſt in God. 
Great and infinite things are done for many, 
when they have no apprehenſion of it, even 
though they are already made partakers of 
theſe things, 


As 


glorious things does not depend upon his un- 


% — 1 
Ml * 
> * 
—— — — . — 
7 
* 


child of God, you would give him more comfon 
than if you could make him heir of the whole 


notice how much'thoſe who are thus made par. 
takers of a divine nature, differ from others who 
remain in an unregenerate ſtate. That which 


larly hateful to a carnal man. In natural and 
Jawful things, they may harmonize and agree; 
but in things ſpiritual, light and darknefs'can- 
not. be more oppoſite, * 


friend of Chriſt—to him he is as iron ſharpen 


is wholly the reverſe. His heart cannot unite 


would be much more happy in his company, 
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As it is evident to a demonſtration, that 
knowledge 1s neceſſary to comfort, it is the 
greateſt folly to neglect the means of obtaining 
it. 

Go to a dying man, deſtitute of this know. 
ledge—could you give him aſſurance he is: 
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world, Therefore, whatever tends to caſt light 
on this important ſubject, muſt be of great ad. 
vantage to tne believer, 

It is of no ſmall advantage to take particular 


is molt agreeable to the Chriſtian, is particu- 


If the renewed man meet ſome very zealous 


ing iron. He is refreſhed with his ſpirit— 


it was not ſo once with himſelf, but now hi 
very ſoul cleaves to ſuch: he can ſay with 
David, I am @ companion * them that feat 
thee. 


If the unregenerate man meet ſuch a one, i 


with ſuch—if, through education, he behave 
with decency, his heart is far from him; be 
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Nas he a carnal man like himſelf, This proves 
o a demonſtration, how widely two ſuch perſons 
uſt differ, and what a great change mult have 
Waken place in one of thoſe, who ſo lately was 
f the very ſame ſpirit. 
W Thoſe evidences of our, Chriſtianity which 
Nee feel in our hearts, give us more ſatisfaction 
han thoſe, which are chiefly in the underſtand- 
ng: Such demonſtrate the heart muſt. be 
Fhanged, and the nature evidently. renewed, 
very child of God will find this in himſelf ; 
and if he takes particular notice of it, he will 
de as certain of -it as of his own exiſtence. 
Thoſe things which are common to all Chriſ- 
ans, and only to thoſe who are ſuch, muſt 
fiſt the believer in the knowledge. of. himſelf: 
or as face anſwers face in a glaſs, ſo the heart 
man io man, 
No doubt Cain felt awfully when he ſaw 
\ bel's affection in worſhip, and that his ſacri- 
ice was ſo evidently. accepted: ſa the carnal 
rofeflor.. has an awful antipathy to the very 
irit and affection. of a real Chriſtian. This 
droves. what an amazing difference grace makes 
whomſoever it is, and how irreconcileable 
allen nature is to the things of God. 5 
It muſt be allowed there is a great difference 
n per ſons who have no grace. Naomi's daugh- 
ers both diſeovetred affection to their mother. 
Drpah reſpected her for her kindneſs, and the 
elation ſhe.ſtood in to her; but evidently had 
9, regard to. her as a lover of the true God. 
This 


76 THE CHRISTIAN's LOOKING-GLASS, 


This was the reaſon why ſhe turned back, and 
went to her people and to her gods, The lovely 
and amiable conduct of ſome profeſſors, Arten 
many to love them for their conduct who hate 
their principles. 

Thoſe who are taught of God, will ſee, with 
a little attention, a real difirence between that 
affection which 1s merely natural and that which 
is ſpiritual. 

We feel a great regard for ſome who are re- 
markable for their amiable qualifications; yet, 
knowing them to be ignorant of God, we can. 
not find that fellowſhip with them, or love to 
them, that we do to ſome who are far inferior in 
their natural tempers, but who fear God. 

It is evident Ruth's heart was renewed ; ſhe 
had loſt all her regard for Pagan 1dolatry ; ſhe 
had not only affection for her mother, but for 
her mother's God. She could not bear the 
thought of being ſeparated from the worſhip of 
the true God, nor the thought of loſing ſight of 
all his worſhippers. No doubt Naomi had given 
them both the ſame advantages; but one is 
taken by divine grace, the other left to follow 
her idol. 

It is eaſy parting with a religion we are igno- 
rant of, and have no communion with God in; 
but when any have been made to ſay, like 
David, A day in thy courts is better than a thou- 
ſand; ſuch will mourn like the crane, and 
chatter like the ſwallow, when deprived of the 
ordinances of God. Such are as ſurely _— 
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of the Lord as ever Boaz bleſſed Ruth. Ruth 
i. 12. 

Some fear they are not made partakes of a 
new nature, becauſe they feel ſuch dreadful 
workings of fin and corruption. I adviſe ſuch 
to read with particular attention the ſeventh 
chapter of the epiſtle of Paul to the Romans. 
It was deſigned, no doubt, for the relief of 
ſuch, If we had not ſuch a deſcription of the 
workings of ſin, even in an apcſtle, many 
would have been ſunk in deſpair. It is evident 
thoſe who may even now ſtile themſelves more 
than conquerors, mult expect a very ſharp war. 

Sin ſhall not reign, but we have no promiſe 
it ſhall not rebel, but fair warnings to the con- 
trary. | 
We judge of this change more by our 
warring with ſin, than our deliverance from 
its attacks. | 

The Chriſtian is deſcribed in Galations,.v. 17. 
For the fleſh Iuſteth again/t the Spirit, and the 
Spirit againſt the fleſh : and theſe are contrary the 
one to the other : 1 that ye cannot da the things 
that ye would, In a battle few expect to do as 
they would. e 

Shall thoſe then who are in this war, fear 
they are no ſoldiers, becauſe they meet with 
ſuch a conflict in themſelves; this is the com- 
mon lot of all who are engaged in this field of 
battle. What ſhall we ſee in the Shulamite but 
the company of two armies—armies engaged! 
Could the believer ſee more diſtinctly thoſe . 
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very ſtruggles with himſelf, which tend to fill 
him with diſtreſs and horror; it would help 
him to conclude himſelf a true ſoldier of 
Chriſt. He has not the leaſt reaſon to con- 
Den himſelf no ſoldier becauſe the battle is 

ar a 

As the Holy Spirit is not at all honored by 
the carnal, ſo he is only by the Chriſtian as he 
grows in experience, He is inſenſible what 
help he has already had in this war with ſin; 
and the longer he is in this war, the more he 
will feel the weakneſs of his reaſon; and that 
nothing can uphold him, ſhort of the immediate 
aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. We through the 
Spirit mortify the deeds of the body. 

It is by ſuch difficulties that the believer 
knows the Holy Spirit; by looking for help 
where it only can be had. 

Some are afraid they cannot be made par 

| takers of ſuch a change, becauſe the things of 
the world engage ſo much of their attention. 
Such ſhould conſider, they have to do with Wh 
this world, as well as with heavenly things. Wd: 
Jacob, though an undoubted heir of glory, 
had his mind greatly barraſſed with the affairs 
of his family. 

There are many whoſe itultions are ſo 
diſtreſſing, their minds are for the moſt part 
buried and ſunk; and what with fear or care, 
and being altogether among thoſe who are 
wholly ignorant of religion, they ſeem almoſt 
_— to themſelves; theſe may be compared to 

creatures 
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creatures who are brought ſo near death, that 
you can ſcarce perceive life till they are a little 
revived by nouriſhment: like the Amalekite 
whom David found, after they had revived his 
ſpirits by food, who could converſe with them; 
ſo bring theſe poor harraſſed ſouls under the 
word, and they are oftentimes ſo revived they 
even forget all their cares and forrows. 

As fin may be permitted to diſtreſs the be- 
liever, ſo the world at times and ſeaſons 
in a more particular manner is permitted to 
bury him in its waves. 

The Pſalmiſt makes this heavy complaint! 
My foul cleaves unto the duſt, quicken me accord- 
ing unto thy word. 1 

It is by ſuch difficulties that the means of 
grace are rendered ſo exceeding refreſhing and 
dear to a child of God. 

How often may the Chriſtian adopt the 
words of the Pſalmiſt, Pf. Ixiii. 1. O God, 
thou art my God ; early "will ſeek thee : my foul 
thirſteth for thee, ny fleſh longeth for thee in a 
dry and thirſty tin where no water is. 

All theſe difficulties are ſo far from Weng 
arguments againſt the believer, they prove his 
nature is changed: and though the ſtream of 
the world runs violently, he cannot go down 
this ſtream like the world. 

Many have been thrown into great dxtknief dy. 
fearing, that had they been really made partakers 
of this divine nature, they ſhould: not feel ſuch . 
areadful tempers. They read of the lion being 

2 | made 
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made a lamb, and perhaps ſee a great deal of 
this in ſome; but finding ſo much to the con. 
trary in themſelves are oftentimes concluding 
themſclves deceived. Such in particular ought 
to walk like thoſe who carry gunpowder about 
them—they ſhould watch on every hand. 

Whatever has been the conſtitutional fin be- 
fore regeneration, will harraſs the believer af. 
rerwards; for though there is a real change 
wrought on the man, it is. never intimated 
ſuch are made perfect by ic. When theſe give 
way to their tempers, they often experience that 
the Holy Spirit is grieved; and this makes 
their fears riſe very high. 

There is no infirmity Satan can foil the 
Chriſtian in more than in this: anger throws 
reaſon itſelf out of doors; and as a drunken 
man is expoſed to every ſnare, ſo are theſe when 
they give place to anger; it is giving place to 
the devil. | r 2 

Some have far more difficulty with them- 
ſelves than others. I have heard of one, o 
whom it was commonly faid, he had grace 
enough for ten men, but not enough for him. 
ſelf. 9 5 
We are exhorted to be angry and not fin, 
and particularly not to let the ſun go down upoi 


our wrath. We read of two gracious biſhops ſi 


who fell out and parted in great wrath; the 
elder ſeat to the other theſe words: Sol ad . 
ciſum, i. e. The ſun is about to go down: | 
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ſo moved the other, he went to him, and they 
were friends again! 

It has been a humbling conſideration to 
many, to find what great progreſs many of the 
heathens made in the improvement of this na- 
tural virtue, (for it is a natural virtue, and may . 
be attained by men that never had any * 
ſions to grace.) 

We read of one Pericles, a philoſopher, who 
met with a railing man, who in a moſt pro- 
voking manner railed on him a great part of a 
day, then followed him home to his door at 
night, abuſing him, The philoſopher never 
returned one angry word, but deſired one of 
his fervants with a lighted torch, to light the 
growler home to his own houſe, | 

A man that conquers his ſpirit, does more 
than he that takes a city. If ignorance is the 
cauſe why a brother offends us, we ought to 
overlook it; if infirmity, to forget it; if malice, 
to aim at nothing leſs than bleſſing thoſe. wha 
curſe us. Theſe ſayings would not be heard, 
if our hearts were W with the love 
of GG. 1 

Some naturally take fire at the leaſt ſpark, 
and are blown up before they are aware of it: 
If Moſes himſelf ſtood in need to be on his 

guard, much more theſe. 

The good emperor Theodoſius commandell 
that no man ſhould be puniſhed- who ſpoke 
againſt him; ſaying, for what was ſpoken 
ghely, he laughed at-it; what ſpitefully, 1 
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pardoned; what was in anger, he pitied ; and 
what was true, he was thankful for. Grace 
will in the iſſue mollify the moſt lion-like tem- 
per. 

Let ſuch as are diſtreſſed with this infirmity 
remember, the way to get the victory is not to 
fit down and ſuſpect their ſtate; but on the 
contrary to go to God as children, pleading for 
promiſed help. Many a child of God haz 
wept in a corner, where no eye but God haz 
been witneſs to his tears; when we thus con. 
demn ourſelves, it is evident we ſhall not be 
condemned with the world. 

How many, after ſome grievous fall into 
paſſion, have wreſtled with God, and not given 
over till they could pray for thoſe * have 
deſpitefully uſed them. 

Many have been greatly alarmed on finding 
themſelves fo exceeding backward to go to 
God in private prayer, reaſoning with them- 
ſelves, How can I be made a partaker of a di- 
vine nature, and feel this ungrateful and 
wretched frame? How can this be confiſtent 
with love to God? Few now in glory but 
have known ſomething of this; thoſe who never 


experienced an enlarged heart before God, 


muſt be ignorant of this objection: bringing a 
heart which is wholly carnal to God in religious 
duties, is much the ſame as bringing two per- 
ſons together who have an averſion to each 
other. Such arguments muſt be brought 
which ſhall have weight with each party's the 
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W heart being at enmity with God and all ſpiri- 
W cual things, nothing but carnal conſiderations, 
© which move his fear and dread, can have any 
influence with him. 

But where there is real grace, though the 
frame be now very bad, and terrifies the be- 
liever, it 1s not like bringing a man to ſome- 
thing that is on every conſideration diſagtee- 
able ro himſelf; he is perſuaded there is a 
| pleaſure in it the whole world cannot yield; 
and though he has no diſpoſition for it now, 
he views it in a quite different light to that 
of the worldly man, to whom it always was a 
burden; the unregenerate man never. did 
expect any thing by ſuch an exerciſe, but an 
eſcape from wrath : therefore he never was in 
any frame of mind for this, but when under 
ſome awful impreſſion or other. The general 
bent of the ſoul, and not any particular 
frame or action, is that by which it can be 
known. 


The ſeaman's compaſs may toſs in the + i| 
to 
1 


ſtorm, bur when the wind ceafes it will not 
reſt until it ſtands due north. Tis the art of 
the Adverſary, to put us upon examining our- 
ſelves in a ſtorm, when we ſhould be better 
employed in crying to him who rules the 
raging of the waters; the want of knowledge [ 
in this ſituation has made many fear they ſhould 
ſink to the bottom. 
The formaliſt, who wants nathing but a 
. is an entire * to theſe * and 
8 ears; 
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fears; neither the joys or the ſorrows of thy 
Chriſtian are known to him. If he fail in 
what he fancies he ought to do, he daubz 
again with his untempered mortar, But he 
who has known ſomething of running in the 
ways of God with an enlarged heart, cannot? 
reſt with the performance of the duty if the 
heart be not in it. 

It requires more {kill than molt are poſſeſſed 
of, to diſcern real love in the heart to God, 
when all the arguments which can be ar- 
raigned will not influence the believer” to go 
with pleaſure to a throne of grace; often- 
times the more he ſtruggles, the more he feel; 
the force of that truth my fleſh dwelleth mh 
good thing. Our doubts cannot riſe high when 
our hearts ate inlarged ; but when we are forced 
to ſay— How to perform that which ts good, I find 
not, Rom. vii. 18. then we are fully perſuaded 
our being willing proves we have real grace; 
as it did to the Apoſtle; he kept his eye upon 
his will- To will, ſays he, is preſent with me. 
Such a will he knew he was a ſtranger to by na. a 

a 
After a long and tedious ſeaſon, when every! 
opportunity has but added to the. burden, un- 
til hope itſelf is almoſt vaniſhed, then to have 
a Bethel viſit, how reviving! Now we are 
more than willing to enter into our cloſets : ll © 
thofe who experience theſe dark and dreary 
| ſeaſons, will have fuch kind viſits in their 0 
turns. f 
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All this proves a dry and barren frame of 
mind is not our choice, but our infirmity ; 
W ſuch complaints evidence the foul to be alive, 

and that ſuch are partakers of a divine na- 
ture. 

It is not ſo eaſy as ſome imagine, to obtain 
that knowledge in the things of God which 
is requiſite for ſolid confolation ; and we are 
not to expect comfort but in the uſe of means. 
If the people of God would take as much 
pains to obtain ſpiritual bleſſings, as worldly men 
do for their pleaſure or gain, they would find the 
advantage of it, and every corner of the Chriſ- 
tian Church would be filled with praiſe. One 
great cauſe of that luke-warm frame which is 
ſo common, is Chicfly the almoſt Nc 
neglect of the means. 

come now to the third thing propoſed, 7. e. 
To ihew why this great change is compared to 
reſurrection, or a raiſing us up again. 

The. different metaphors the Holy Ghoſt | 
hath choſen to ſet forth this change . like 
rays of light in one focus, and tend to eluci- 
date the ſubject; and this being ſo neceſſary a 
part of knowledge, it is an infinite mercy ſo 
much light is thrown upon it in divine revela- 
tion. a | 

It is compared to a reſurrection on this ac- 
count: In the reſurrection there is the ſame 
body, but ſuperior qualities; the body is with- 
out life and motion before the reſurrection ; 
ſo is the foul ſpiritually dead, and diſcovers no 
more 


— 
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more of ſpiritual life towards the things of 

God, than the dead body does after food. 
| Adam, when he conſidered himſelf formed 
out of the duſt, muſt adore that God who 
formed him, and ſee himſelf a ſurprizing ſpe. 
cimen of divine wiſdom and power. This he 
would ſooner diſcern than the love of ſuch i 
Being; the works of nature are poſitive proof; 
of wiſdom and power, but not of divine love, 
Many who have ſpent much time in the ſtudy 
of the works of nature, never had their 
thoughts one moment engaged about infinite 
love; but in this exertion of infinite power, 
love is particularly manifeſted; at the great day 
all ſhall be raiſed, but not all loved; yet the 
" cauſe of this reſurrection is love. But God, 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewitt 
he loved us : even when we were dead in fins, 
hath quickened us together with Chriſt, and hath 
raiſed us up together, c. Eph. iu. 4, 5. 
The more the mind of the Chriſtian is led 
to conſider the greatneſs of that love, which is 
the cauſe of ſo wonderful an exertion of divine 
power, the more he will fee a neceſſity to 
adopt the language of the Apoſtle Paul, —O the 
heighth and depth ! &c, He may ſooner ſee 
the truth and reality -of ſuch a wonderful 
change, than the infinite love which is the 
cauſe of it. 
As the works of creation prove he being 
of a God; for without an infinite power, ſuch 
a N A ca could never have been brought into 
exiſtence ; ; 
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xiſtence; ſo the means of grace, of them- 
ſelves, could no more effect ſuch a thing as the 
guickening a ſoul, than the ſpices prepared by 
he women could raiſe the body of Jeſus, or 
he taking away of the ſtone raiſe Lazarus 
from his grave; as neither Jordan or the ſea 
ould have divided without an immediate ex- 
rtion of divine power, ſo the hand of God was 
ot more evident in thoſe than in this work, 

In this reſurrection the ſoul is particularly 
intended, not the body. And hath raiſed us up 
Pogether, and made us fit together in heavenly 
places in Chriſt Feſus. Eph. ii. 6. If we could 
diſcern the ſoul as dittinctiy as we do the 
body, and ſee the change made in it by the 
power of God, we ſhould be ſtruck with as 
uch ſurprize as in ſeeing Lazarus come from 
his grave. 

As Lazarus muſt have continued in the 
grave, had not a divine power been put forth 
for his reſurrection, ſo muſt we, who are now 
raiſed, have continued dead in fin, 

A dead body hath nothing in it to oppoſe, 
and 1s entirely paſſive, but the unregenerate ſoul 
Is enmity itſelf; there is therefore, ſpeaking 
after the manner of men, a greater power re- 
quiſite to raiſe a ſoul to fpiritual life, than a 
dead body to natural life; every faculty is op- 
polite to it, the underſtanding blinded and 
prejudiced, the will ſtubborn and bent on vanity, 
and the heart as a cage full of unclean birds. 
If we had a clearer apprehenſion of the ſtub- 


borneſs 
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borneſs of our wills, and the enmity which i; 
in our nature, we ſhould be more ſurprized 
with that power and love, which brings us from 
ſpiritual death to a real ſpiritual life, (which 
indeed is as real as our natural life, and which 
requires ſpiritual ſupport as much as the body 
does natural) than we ſhould be to ſee a dead 
body riſe from the grave. Look at thofe who 
are dead in ſin; they are not only deſtitute of 
ſpiritual life, but have a dreadful averſion to 
it: when you ſee ſuch changed as evidently 2 
the jailor, what but infinite love could make 
fuch a change! What but infinite power could 
effect it! Lazarus, when raiſed from the dead, 
might walk among the tombs with a peculiar 
feeling, and think when among the dead what 
himſelf was but the other day. We ſhould take 
ſuch walks every day, and never forget the 
hole from whence we have been digged, 

If we fee how dead we were, and in what 
loathſome ſtate we lay, it will fill us with won. 
der; and we ſhall fay, What manner of love 1: 
this; we are brought from a death of the mol: 
awful kind, to a life ſo glorious no pen can 

deſcribe; and yet how inſenſible are moſt of it 

They ſee it not in the glaſs of God's word, and 
if it is not ſeen in the light in which the word 
holds it out to us, we ſhall have a very ſhalloy 
idea of it. E 
Our dead ſouls were made to hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and now we live. What 
infinite love and power in this voice! It came 
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to us as the voice to Saul ; others looked on 
but did not partake of the infinite favor. But 
ſhould Saul have overlooked ſuch diſtinguiſh= 

ing love, how ungrateful would it have been! 
We were proper company for the dead be- 
fore, now we are qualified to converſe with 
the living; but an unregenerate man is no 
company to the people of God, he has no eye 
to ſec either their pleaſures or difficulties; how- 
ever nearly related in the bond of nature, he is 
a total ſtranger both to their joys or com- 
plaints, Can we find this in ourſelves, and form 
no judgment of our own ftate, though we 
differ as much from the carnal as the living 

from-the dead? 
If this ſubject was more particularly noticed, 
ſhould we not more frequently hear thoſe words 
on the tongues of Chriſtians —Bleſed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Feſas Chriſt, which 
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope by the reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt from the dead. 1 Pet. i. 3,—How- 
ever, none can ſpeak in this ſtrain until the 
underſtanding is well informed; a view of the 
infinite nature of this mercy would move both 
the heart and tongue. | Koa 
If this change was ſomething of a comman 
favor, as many temporal gifts are, then there 
might be ſame excuſe for the little attention 
paid to it; though the leaſt mercy calls for gra- 
ſitude ; but being ſo great, that the angels no 
ooner behold it than _ are filled with joy, 
| 7 we 
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we may be aſſured our being little moved with 
It is owing to ſomething which ought to be 
enquired into, 
If the Chriſtian gets one peep at the infinite 
andeverlaſting love which is the cauſe of ſuch x 
change, how will it engage his thoughts ! ani- 
mate him in every duty ! how ſupport him in 
every difficulty! As Lazarus could not look 
on his being raiſed as a common favor, ſo 
ſhould not we ; but we ought to look on our 
being quickened together with Chriſt, as the 
higheſt pledge of being infinitely loved, 
We ſhall perfectly ſee the deſign and the 
end of our being raiſed again at the general 
reſurrection : but why do not we ſee this, as 
we might, if we were more engaged in the 
ſtudy of it? Much may be gathered from at- 
tending to the deſign God has in ſome 
things. Manoah put a wrong conſtruction on 
the conduct of God, and ſaid, We ſhall ſurely 
die! But his wife underſtood better, who told 
him, if the Lord had been pleaſed to kill them, 
he would not have received a burnt-offering 
at their hands, and ſhewn them ſuch things 
as he had. 
A man in diſtreſs of ſoul rather thinks it is 
an intimation that God will damn him than 
ſave him; but one that has been long accuſ- 
tomed to ſee thoſe arten, knows to the con- 
tra 
be. all the works of God's hands, ſomething | 
of his deſign. may be ſeen, And ought it not 
% | co 
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Wo be more ſeen in this than in any of his com- 
non works: and would not a view of 
is deſign in this animate and be of continual 
advantage? Suppoſe the Prodigal had under- 
Wt ood the deſign of God in bringing him to him- 
elf, what a change would have taken place in 
Dis frame! how high would his joys have been 
aiſed! The woman at the well of Samaria, in 
he laſt moment of her conviction, had ſhe ſeen 
he deſign of Chriſt, what a divine joy would 
e have felt! 1 
Go to a man confined in priſon for debt, 
dr any capital crime; add to this, ſuppoſe 
is body full of ſores; could you ſhew this 
an, as in a mirror, his debts paid, his crime 
pardoned, his body perfectly cured, and him- 
elf made an heir of an immenſe fortune, and 
ll this from a peculiar -regard the king had 
or him; inform him the king had a fixed in- 
ention to make him the firſt nobleman in the 
ingdom ; tell him he muſt come out of this 
priſon, and converſe with this king to the end 
Wt his life, how would ſuch a man feel! Bur if 
ſoul. juſt called by grace, could diſcern what 
hoſe ſee-in glory, would not he behold infinitely 
ore? he would conlider a man ſo elevated 
vith an earthly advancement like Jonah when 
ejoicing under his ſhort-liv'd goard ; while 
e would ſee himſelf heir of an immortal crown. 
If we underſtood more fully the reſurrection 
f Chriſt, and knew more how we are raiſed 
ogether with him, we ſhould ſee more than 
51 12 a pledge 
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2 pledge of all this, in him who is the mark 
and prize of our high calling; and that our ſouls 
are as ſurely raiſed from fpiritual death, 3 
Chriſt is riſen from the dead. What is tha? 
life we ſhall live with him who is the Lord of 
Life in the upper world? Sball worldly men have 
ſuch pleaſure in their imaginary. proſpects, 
and ſhall we ſpend no time in beholding theſe WF 
infinite realities ? | 
| We are exhorted to ſet our affections on 
things above; but how ſhall we, if we neglet 
looking at theſe things by faith ? how ſhall ve 
obtain the end, if we neglect the means? 

As the ſoul is particularly intended in this 
reſurrection, could we ſee as great a difference 
between a ſoul ſpiritually dead, and one that u 
quickened together with Chriſt, as there is be. 
tween a living and a dead body, there would be 
no room for doubting. In thoſe who are rege. 
nerated thisdifference would bemore eaſily feen, 
if Chriſtians were looking more at things in. 
the light the ſeripture holds them forth. The 
| believer, on account of. worldly difficulties, |: 
bowed down; when he would riſe, the world 
and its cares pull him down again; he cannot 
now ſee himſelf differ from carnal men ; but 
even in this diſtreſſing caſe, there is a wide 
difference between one in this ſituation, that 
groans under the load, and is glad when the 
Lord now and then raifes him a little above the 
world, and another who is in his element in 
the world, and who never knew any higher 

| pleaſure 
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W pleaſure than in it. Life and death is not 
more  oppolite than theſe two. The be- 
Wliever himſelf many ſee he once knew nothing 
ok theſe complaints; thoſe very complaints 
prove he is quickened, and paſſed from death to 
lite. 
It this was more clearly ſeen, the Chriſtian 
W would be ſatisfied that diſtinguiſhing grace has 
made him a partaker of eternal life. | 

The greatneſs of this change is one cauſe why 
many Chriſtians are ſo jealous about themſelves. 
They think, had they been thus raiſed, they 
could not poſſibly have been ſo ignorant and 
inſenſible of it; therefore, its being deſcribed in 
Wthis manner, has cauſed ſome Chriſtians great 
Wuncalinels. 

It is evident, a man cannot be ſo affected by 
a thing he. underſtands-not, as when he fully 
apprehends the nature of it, | 

In natural life the underſtanding is not. 
the firſt proof of life, no more than in "ſpiritual 
life. Peter, when called, finding his own bro- 
her Simon, ſays, “ We have found the Meſ- 
(ah ;” but he learnt better afterwards, 
bur Lord informed him, Fleſh and blood 25 not 
revealed this unto thee, but my father. | 

Yet he wastruly called betore his underſtand. 
Ing was opened inſuch a manner as to ſee clearly. 
hat was done for him ; thoſe great joys which 
any have. when they are in their firſt love, is. 
ot on account of the underſtanding being par- 

1 8 ticularly 
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ticularly concerned in it; it is a joy founded in 
ſenſe, which 1s very uncertain, 

Thoſe mentioned by Chriſt, in the fifth of 
Matthew, though mourning, yet were bleſſed; 
they were raiſed from ſpiritual death, and now 
alive to God; but not apprehenſive that they 
were bleſſed, and in a ſtate of ſafety. 

Had thoſe ſeen what had really been done for 
them, they would have been filled with joy; 
and inſtead of being depreſſed with a ſpirit of 
heavineſs, would have been covered with the 
- garment of praiſe, So that all fears ariſing 
from this foundation are groundleſs; and thoſe 
who are thus harraſſed with this fear are Chriſ- 

tians. 

Fears, in general, are e evidences both of grace 
and knowledge; a child which is born heir to 
an eſtate, which has ſomething in the title 
which renders it not ſo certain as could be 
wiſhed, feels no fear or care about it, till its 
reaſon begins to operate, and then it will be 
affected with ſuch an uncertain ſituation, 

The nature of many of our fears ariſes from 
our diſcernment of the greatneſs and importance 
of things; therefore, thoſe who have more knowꝛ- 
ledge than their cotemporaries, will have fears 
1 different from perſons of a weak under- 

anding. 

When the underſtanding 1s enlarged to NY 
in the nature of divine things; the fear now 
with tlie Chriſtian is, Theſe things are ſo infi- 
nitely great, how could God eyer intend them 
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for ſuch a worm as me? Whereas one who can- 

not ſee half ſo far, his fear only ariſes from 
ſome knowledge he has of the great fins he has 
committed, and he cannot yet ſee the glori- 
ous ſufficiency in the blood of Chriſt to take 
them away. 

If the Lord did not in a particular manner 
proportion our faith and ability to appropriate 
the things of God to ourſelves, this kind of 
fear would always riſe with our knowledge, and 
keep us on the brink of diſpair. 

It will be ſeen in the. iſſue, that this kind of 
trouble originates in the art and cunning of the 
adverſary, who, while he can keep the mind thus 
engaged, prevents the Chriſtian from looking 
for ſupplies, 

This change is called, in the fourth place, a 
new heart. Out of the heart proceeds evil 
thoughts; if the fountain be changed, it muſt 
be a great change; by having this new heart 
given, the Chriſtian is capable of ſuch feelings 
of ſorrow and joy, as the world can know no- 
tning of. A new heart will I give you, and a new 
fpirit will I put within you ; and I will take away 
the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and I will give you 
an heart of fleſh, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 

This makes as real a difference between ra- 
tional beings, as ſubſiſts berween one ſpecies of 
creatures and another; how much did Paul 
differ from thoſe Jews who remained blind]! 

As the brute can have no taſte for the rati- 
onal pleaſures of the philoſopher, ſo the carnal ' 

| man 
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man cannot have any delight in what the re- 
newed man finds his chief pleaſures in; no im- 
provement by education or learning can cauſe 
this change; it is God's prerogative to change 
the heart. The heart of ſtone and the heart of 
fleſh differing ſo much, makes the work of God 
appear the more glorious. 

If a man can with ſatisfaction come to this 
concluſion, that God has beſtowed on him this 
infinite favor, he may be aſſured all other 
things will be given him. This gift can- 
not be alone, Thoſe are bleſſed with all 
ſpiritual bleſſings, who are made partakers 

of it. 
But as the principal doubts the Chriſtian 
has, ariſe from thoſe different frames he feels in 
his own heart, if this part of the ſubject i is not 
attended to, it will be like permitting one leak 
in the veſſel to remain unſtopped, that will ſink 
it in the ſand. 

That which has cauſed ſo many troubleſome 
ſuſpicions in the minds of many, has been the 
ſplendid profeſſions of ſome who appeared to 


have been once changed, but have given ſuffi- 
cient proof they were never plants of the hea- 


'venly Father's planting. 

Many of theſe have evidently been as trees 
twice dead, plucked up by the roots. And 
ſome of thoſe have had great gifts, and out- 
run many, . 

Tis an r truth, the heart ĩs deceit- 
ful above all things, and deſperately wicked: 
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yet, as current coin may be diſtinguiſhed from 
falle, ſo may this apparent change be from 
that which is genuine : pure gold 1s the only 
metal that will loſe nothing by the fire; and 
true grace is that which alone will endure 
trial and temptation, Jehu made a great ſhew ; 
but the honors of a kingdom ſqon made it ap- 
pear he was-not like David, who delighted in 
the worſhip of God; for he took no heed to 
walk in the ways of God. 

In all theſe appearances, it will be found to 
be only the effect of force and fear, not of 
will and choice; nothing will bring a man 
to feek happineſs in God in this world, but 
real grace; the ſplendid profeſſor may ſoar aloft 
in the air, but, like the crow, he comes to the 
earth for his food; all his comforts fpring from 
thenee; the heart will follow after that from 
which its higheſt comfort comes. 

FheEvangehft mentions fome : They went out 
from us, but they were not of us; for if they had 
been of us, they would, no doubt, have continued 
with us: but they went out, that they might be made 
manifeſt they were not all of us, 1 John, 11. 29. 
When they were gone, and mixed like water 
with the common ſea of this world, it was evi- 
dent then to whom they belonged. | 

It appears from what John ſays, theſe never 
had an unction from the Holy One; their reli- 
gion did not ariſe from any thing higher than 
human nature, worked upon by ſomething ex- 
ternal; they never had any real change; they 

never 
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never had the ſweet influence of the Holy Spirit; 
therefore left thoſe excellent ones of the earth; 
and preferred a preſent falſe happineſs, in the 
way of ſin, to all the glories of God's ſalvation, 
and comfort in converiing with the people of 
God. Shall thoſe, who cannot bear the idea of 
ſuch conduct, fear they are like them, when 
the very thought of being ſeparated from the 
people of God would be death to them? 
| On this account it is not to be expected that 
young Chriſtians will have that ſolid ſettled 
comfort thoſe have who have ſtood long in the 
way. They will be liable to fear, being over- 
turned by ſome temptation or other, at ſome 
future period; but after ſome time, when they 
have ſeen many draw back, they will be ſo far 
from being drawn away with ſuch, they will 
ſay with Peter, To whom ſhall we go but to 
thee ? and feel their hearts cleave more and 
more to the ways of God, The coldneſs and 
lukewarmneſs of thoſe who are drawing back, 
is far from gaining their approbation ; they flee 
from ſuch, and find their hearts unite only with 
thoſe who ſavor. of the power of godlineſs. 
| Ought we to expect ripe fruit from trees newly 
planted ? In grace there is firſt the blade, then 
the ear, then the full corn in the ear. There is 
ſo much of fear and dread oftentimes in the 
beginning, that the young Chriſtian will fear 
there is no higher cauſe why he is religious. 
A falſe profeſſor. may for a ſeaſon be more 
intent on religion, and appear more dead to 
| the 
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the world than a real ChriRian, and his heart 
be unchanged all the while. 

Outward things may apparently caſt the heart 
into a different mould, and the man be but 
like king Saul : he was 'made for a little while 
another man, but not a new man. 

A covetous man. in a dangerous diſorder, 
eſpecially in extreme pain, will part with his 
money to a phyſician or ſurgeon rather than 
loſe his life or limb; but this is purely force, 
it is no change of heart: remove this difficulty _ 
from the man's ſight, and his heart is as much 
towards his money as ever, and oftentimes more 
greedy of the world afterwards than before. 

So a man whoſe conſcience is alarmed with 
an awful apprehenſion of judgment to come; 
while this continues, he may part with his ſins 
which are dear to him: but take off the im- 
peeſſion, he will follow his fins with more 
eagerneſs than before, which proves there was 
no real alteration in the diſpoſition of the heart. 
It is but like preventing a ſtream of water 
for a while with a bank, and by and by it runs 
over. the obſtructions, and is more rapid than 
before. There is no renewing in the ſpirit of 
the mind; the cauſe is all external. 

While Paul reaſoned of righteouſneſs, tem- 
perance, and judgment to come, Felix trem- 
bled; the effect was upon his conſcience, his 
heart remained in the love of ſin as much as 
before; yet his underſtanding and his reaſon 
took in ſo much of the truth of a judgment to 


come, 


100 THE CHRISTIAN'S LOOKING=-GLASS, 


come, as to terrify him, but not change him; 
he had no regard for Paul's maſter; the cauſe of 
Chriſt was nothing to him ; he hoped more for 
Paul's money, than for an immortal crown 
with Chriſt, ' 

Ahab, while the impreſſion of Elijah's awful 
meſſage lay upon his conſcience, humbled him- 
ſelf and walked ſoftly, but we do not find that he 
ſought God's face like David; though terrified 
with the thought of deſerved vengeance, he 
had not the leaſt deſire after the enjoyment of 
God's preſence; in this the falſe and true pro- 
feſſor always differ. Ahab's preſent comfort 
which he ſought after, was in the indulgence of 
his ſin; many ſtand in awe of Gad, who would 
enjoy themſelves and their pleaſures more, if 
they could baniſh all thoughts of God at a 
greater diſtance from them; that light which 
they have got by being near God's altar, 
only makes them the more unhappy, and adds 
to their ſin. All this tends to prove to the real 

Chriſtian, that he is poſſeſſed of a ſuperior 
principle; he may at times through fear and 
unbelief ſtand in awe of divine judgment, yet 
it is the language of his heart, Ca/# me not away 

from thy preſence, and take not thy Holy Spirit fron 
ane ; ſo far is he from acting the part of an 
Ahab in hating God's ſervants, and going on 
from ſin to fin, that his very ſoul cleaves to 
them who love the name of the Lord. And 
he is never more in his element, than when his 
heart is warmed with their converſation, . 
a e 
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He does not, like Felix, fend conviction 
away for a more ſeaſonable opportunity; his 
heart is bent upon the ways of God, and could 
not endure the thought of being debarred the 
company and converſe of the people of God. 

Much of that darkneſs moſt complain of, is 
becauſe they have not that knowledge of nature 
and grace which enables a Chriſtian to ſee his 
own ſtate: though their hearts are changed, 
and their wills renewed, and. all this by the 
ſovereign will of God who has made them 
willing, yet all their concern is, Oh that he 
was willing to ſave me! They ſee their own 
willingneſs; but ſee nothing of the cauſe why 
they are ſo deſirous of enjoying ſalvation when 
moſt around them are ſecure in fin. Let ſuch 
look at the Jailer. Imagine you heard him break 
out in this language, Oh that Chriſt was but 
willing to pardon ſo great an offender; I have 
abuſed his ſervants, I have united with his ene- 
3 Is there any hope for me? The man's be- 

ing thus affected and willing to be ſaved, is a 
poſitive proof he was one of thoſe the Father 
had drawn; the cauſe of his coming toChriſt was 
not in himfelf; he would have remained as ſecure 
as any, had not the Holy Spirit been ſent: into 
his heart. Look at the examples in the word 
of God; be as if you had been in company with 
Chriſt : when: Mary Magdalene began to waſh 
her Saviour's feet with her tears, and to wipe 
them with the hairs of her head, ſuppoſe you 
had heard ber plead like a criminal for pardon, 
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and had ſeen all the while the Lord himſelf had 
given her that repenting frame, and that his 
infinite love was fixed on her ; would you not 
have thought, O woman, if thou didſt but ſee, 
how would thy forrow be turned into joy! It is 
love that is the cauſe why we ſee ourſelves. 
But diſtreſſed ſouls ſee not this; yer ſuch feel 
they are willing to lay at Chriſt's feet, and ſay, 
If we perifh, we will periſh here: they neither 
expect ſalvation anywhere elſe, nor do they 


wiſh for it in any other, 


The unregenerate man, whatever effect ter- 


ror or conviction may have on him, will 


only comply with religion on account of ſome- 
thing future, ſuch as an eſcape from eternal 
punifhment; he has no idea of the happineſs the 
real Chriftian enjoys in religion, nor has he any 

defire after ſuch happineſs; theſe are like 
failors in a ſtorm, who will throw many things 
overboard; not on account of any diſlike to 
them, but rather than the veſſel ſhall fink; ſo 
when poor carnal perſons are alarmed, they 


will flee from the appearance of fin while the 
' conviction continues, but their love to lin is the 


fame, and what is worſe, their hatred to the 
ways of God is not removed by it. The 
believer may ſee himſelf far different from ſuch 


as theſe; fin is no longer his element; that 


which was once fo ſweet, is now his burden; 
above all things he deſires to be free from it; 


he knows.thoſe are the only happy people, who 


have vey over ſin; could any one . him 
he 
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he ſhould overcome all ſin, and never turn 
back to folly, it would be more than taking a 
thorn out of his foot; it would be a ſalvation 
above all ſalvations. He is ſenſible, to hve in 
fin is incompatible with either comfort here, 
or glory hereafter. 

How different theſe, from thoſe who only 
turn away from their fins from fear of hell ! 
Many have taken ſuch ſteps in their convic- 
tions, which they bluſh ro hear of when they 
have joined their wicked companions again. 

Others who go not ſo far as theſe, will, ben 
their convictions go off, fit down in a form: 
ſuch in general grow more greedy of the world 
than men in common are; moſt of thoſe who 
are covetous. in the extreme, have been perſons 
who have had great convictions; fitting down 
with aform of religion, without the power of it, 
is the effect of an unſound converſion. 

But the true Chriftian can no more fit down 
in a form, than a hungry man will be contented - 
with ſeeing a well-ſpread table without taſting 
of the proviſion; he will follow on to know 
the Lord ſavingly; he will not fear ſo much 
returning back to fin, as being deceived, and 
taking * for — chat is 
not. 

The falſe convert moves like ſome machine 
whichhas a weight or ſpring, which is the cauſe 
of all the motion; take that -off, and all the 
wheels are motionleſs. But he who is born © 2 
the Spirit, has a principle of life within * 
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It is poſſible for artiſts to imitate nature, 

both in ſhape and motion : but to give ſuch an 

image life, and appetite for food, only an al- 

mighty Jehovah can do this. Satan can imitate 

the work of God, but cannot give a man an 
appetite for ſpiritual food; and as ſpiritual life 

is infinitely ſuperior to natural, a God of grace 

can only be the author of it. If this be bur as 

a grain of muſtard ſeed, an almighty. power 

implanted it there; it ſhall grow, and be found 
to be eternal life; all the arts and devices of 

the cunning adverſary cannot deſtroy it. 

Many have been greatly perplexed on ac- 
count of the natural attainments- of ſome men; 
in ſome things, for which ſuch are remarkable, 
they may outſhine many Chriſtians. Thus many 
of the heathens have been conſpicuous in their 
day, ſome among the Romans in particular, who 
excelled in being of a public ſpirit, in love to 
the commonwealth, in integrity and honeſty, 
One Roman general, having been taken captive - 
by the Carthagenians, had liberty to return to 
Rome, on condition that he would attempt to 
perfuade the Romans to peace; and if he ſhoud 
fail, he pledged his honour to return again, 
and- - be-ſtripped naked and tormented to death. 
When he came to Rome and conſulted with 
| ſome of the chief men, he found the terms 
would be incompatible with the intereſts of 
Rome. He went back and choſe to be put to 
: death 1 in the moſt dreadful manner, rather than 
| Rome 
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— * ſhould be injured by the ſparing of his 
life 
The love of fame has done ſurpriſing things; 
and ſuch things may be done without any prin- 
ciple of grace in the heart, Pride being the 
ruling principle in men, many, who have been 
vile in ſome reſpects, have excelled in others. 
So in our days many are famed for their hu- 
manity and integrity, who are as remarkable 
for their averſion to religion, in any form what- 
ever; the generoſity of ſuch ſprings not from 
any regard to God. Many of the chief ene- 
mies Chriſt has had, have been men remark- 
able for ſome natural virtue, yet have been as 
far from humility, faith, and concern for 
Chrift's glory, as any upon the face of the 
earth, This proves the truth of Chriſt's 
words, That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh. 
But while ſuch as theſe glory in ſomething 
natural, they are as far from having any affec- 
tions to heavenly things as the molt vile carnal 
men; they. who cannot fee their defects, 
will of courſe give them the preference. "The 
world will love its own; nothing is more 
evident than that thoſe who are in the fleſh. 
cannot pleaſe God, The ruling motive in 
the hearts of ſuch men is altogether carna}, 
and not love to God: what they do is not 
from any love to or delight in him; as ſoon 
may water and fire agree, as theſe be of the 
ſame ſpirit with the people of God: the anti- 
pathy they have to his glorious way of ſaying 
3 -lingers, 
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ſinners, proves to a demonſtration they know 
neither the Father nor the Son. Paul bore the 
Jews this teſtimony, that they had a zeal. for 
God, but not according. to knowledge ; this is 
ſomething more than thoſe before mentioned, 
who had no regard to God at all, yet who were 
even greater enemies to redemption by Chriſt. 

God has diſtinguiſhed his own people from 
theſe: their ſpirit is as oppoſite as enmity and 
love. He that Joveth is born of God. In thoſe 
who are born of the Spirit there 1s that humi- 
lity, that hatred of fin, that approving of the 
way of ſalvation by grace, thoſe affections to 
heavenly and ſpiricual things, which the others 
are total ſtrangers to. | 

The motives by which men are actuated may 
be known, if particularly attended to. Herod 
did many things, and heard John with plea- 
ſure, but not from the leaſt motive of love to 
God. Who could have thought he would 
have cut off the head of the preacher, rather 
than part with one ſin? His motive could not 
de regard to God, Many will appear to love 
miniſters; who have only a natural affection for 
ſomething in them which is agreeable. The 
goſpel may entertain ſome, as perſons are pleaſed 
with thoſe who can play well on an inſtrument; 
and theſe have no ſenſe of their need of Chriſt, 
nor defire fellowſhip. with him. 

The ſtrong man armed ſometimes keeps his 
goods'in greater peace under the goſpel than in 

the tavern, Many can be content, and fall aſleep 


under 
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under the ſound of it, that would not be ſo eaſy 
if they ſhould leave it altogether. - Some of the 
moſt ſecure ſinners in the world therefore are 
to be found fitting under the ſound of the goſpel. 
The goſpel ſometimes makes a conqueſt of 
a man as a tyrant overcomes a city, who comes 
againſt it with an army, which cannot be driven 
away. The citizens are obliged to capitulate: 
they muſt ſubmit to the laws of this new ty- 
rant, though they hate him. They pay the 
contribution he lays on them, though with a 
grudge. But. ſhould he make a conqueſt of 
their hearts, with the greateſt joy would they 
then welcome him as their king, They then 
do not only give the contribution, but their 
hearts alſo. The obedience which the unre- 
generate yield to Chriſt, is but as thoſe to the 
tyrant ; but thoſe to whom a new heart is given, 
yield themſelves as thoſe who are alive from the 
dead—ſo different it is when the heart is con- 
quered by the grace of God. How does the 
ſoul welcome Chriſt as king! his people are 
made willing in the day of his power. The 
Chriſtian can with greater ſatisfaction ſay he is 
willing, than he can venture to ſay he has true 
orace, In regeneration the old king is de- 
throned, and the King of Kings welcomed, with 
all his wholeſome laws and new form of go- 
vernment. | 


The Chriſtian does not continue a loyal ſub- 
ject becauſe he fears his neck if he rebels, but 
becauſe he loves his king, and wiſhes no other 
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might reign over him. It is not ſo with the 
hypocrite, who is only reſtrained from ſin by 
fear of puniſhment, 2 

There is a great difference between a man 
who keeps from ſtealing, becauſe he feats hang. 
ing, and another who loves his neighbour as 
himſelf; and it would hurt him to make 
his fellow. creatures unhappy. 

Many keep from ſin, not out of regard to 
God or man, but from fear of puniſhment. 
The Chriſtian with a little enquiry may find 
in himſelf a ſuperior motive; and it is by ſuch 
things we may judge whether we are only re- 


ſtrained from fin, or renewed, 


It is one thing to follow religion merely out | 


of regard to our ſafety, and as a covert from 
the {lorm of divine wrath, and another when a 
man follows it for the comfort he finds in it, 
and becauſe it is agreeable to God. 

All at their firſt ſetting out follow religion 


for ſafety ; but only thoſe who are renewed will 


continue to follow ir, becauſe nothing under 
the ſun can yield them ſuch comfort, 'They will 
feel ia themſelves ſuch a diſpoſition, that was 
| there neither heaven or hell, they could not 
live as the world, and chuſe the way of fin 
for their comfort here. This is a poſitive proof 
of the heart being changed. Thoſe very things 
the Chriſtian promiſed himſelf the moſt plea- 
ſure in before his calling, are now the things he 
flees from; and above all things, he defires a 
complete deliverante from them. 80 
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It is wholly different with thoſe whoſe hearts 
are not changed : like Balaam they long for the 


have had power and liberty from God to have 
curſed all the ſeed of Abraham, than have 
miſſed the opportunity of being made rich. 
He was held back by reſtraint, not by renewing 
grace, Reſtraint gives pain: the yoke is far 
from being eaſy, Renewing grace helps the 
Chriſtian to do and go through things with ſa- 


tisfaction and pleaſant ſubmiſſion to Gods that 


no carnal man can attain to. 

The Chriſtian is not grieved at his being 
prevented ſinning, but can from his heart ble 
God for it, and can pray to be always kept in 
the path of duty. That grace that keeps him 


from ſin, he values as much as that which en- 


larges his heart in duty. 

The general bent of the heart, and not any 
particular action, is that by which the heart 
ſhould be known. The ſeaman's needle may toſs 
in the ſtorm; but when the wind ceaſes, it will 
not reſt until it ſtands North. 

The art of the enemy is to put us upon try- 
ing ourſelves i in the midſt of a ſtorm, when we 
can be much better employed in crying to him, 


who can ſpeak the moſt dreadful ftorm into a 
perfect calm. | 


ſelves thus, have concluded they ſhould. ſink to 
the bottom; for he that tempts them to try 
themſelves in ſuch a ſituation, will not fail "4 

"me P 


wages of unrighteouſneſs. He would rather 


Many, by having been tempted to try them- 
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help them to ſuch a gloomy concluſion, Some. 
e the believer in a great trial will be 

r apr to conclude he has not true faith, be- 
cauſe he ſinks in the time of difficulty: he ima- 
gines thofe who have genuine faith never are 
thus, Such forget how Jacob trembled when 
he thought ofmeeting Eſau, though he had 
ſo ſmall a ſpace of time before ſuch a dehiver- 
ance wrought for him by God's immediate in- 
terpoſing in his behalf; which made him tell 
Laban, Except the God of 7 father, the God if 
Abraham, and the God of Iſaac, had been with 
me, {rely thou Had pl me now away empty, 
And this was not all; but he had a vifion of 
angels encamping round him for his ſafeguard; 
yet the firſt trial, though an imaginary one, 
fills him with dread and terror. Some of the 
moſt eminent have in times of difficalty proved 
to a demonſtration the truth of thefe words, 
Without me ye can do nothing. Why then ſhould 
any fear their faith is not of the right Kind, be. 
cauſe they feel ſuch weakneſs. 


The very things which God in great love | 


permits to try our faith and increaſe it, often- 
times terrify us, and make us conclude we 
never had any. The very ſenſe of our unbelief 
at thoſe times is an evidence we do believe, 
and that we will be content with no faith but 
that which is genuine. An extenſive know- 
ledge how others have bren in difficulties, even 
thole who were the moſt eminent in faith, 
would be of great advantage to the Chriſtian: 
1 „ 
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it would both help him to a& with caution, 
and watch againſt his own weakneſs, and keep 
him from being ſo much calt down when he 
feels it. 

Sometimes the Chriſtian will find he goes 
about religious duties ina very bad frame: he 
drags on in the way, but with no pleaſure. This 
makes him fear he never had any real love in 
his heart to God, 

It requires more ſkill than moſt are poſſeſſed 
of, to ſee real love in the heart to God, when 
all the arguments that can be arranged will not 
influence the believer to go with pleaſure to a 
throne of grace; and oftentimes the more he 
tries to get his heart into a proper frame, the 
more he feels the force of that truth, In my fleſh 
dwelleth no good thing. . 

Our doubts never riſe high when our hearts 
are in an enlarged frame, but when we are 
obliged to ſay, Rom. vii. 18. How to perform 
that which is good I ind not. Thus we are per- 
ſuaded our very being willing proves we have 
grace. BET 

Atter a long and dark ſeaſon, when every 
opportunity is added to our burden, until al- 
molt hope itſelf is vaniſhed, then to have a 
Bethel viſit, how reviving! Now we are more 
than willing to enter into our cloſets. Thoſe 
who experience dark and dreary ſeaſons have 
ſuch kind viſits in their turns. 

All this proves a dry and barren frame of 
mind is not our choice, but our infirmity; and 
| : | infirmities 
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infirmities prove the perſon to be alive, as wel 
as in health ; for thoſe who are dead fee] no in. 
firmities: they have no complaints. Great num- 
bers of profeſſors are not only ſtrangers to al 
thoſe fears and joys, but even to all kind of 
ſelf-examination, 

Thoſe who have no ſaving acquaintance with 
God, who have no higher idea of religion 
than "that of a form, when they are exerciſed 
Nat it, bleſs themſelves, and are at eaſe; but 
the ſincere ſoul muſt have the Spirit of God, 
to bear witneſs with his ſpirit. Nothing ſhort 
of this can content him. Nothing appears fo 
awful to him as the form without the power. 

Though the true Chriſtian finds a great dif- 
ficulty with the frame of his heart in duty, yet 
it is not that kind of difficulty a carnal man 
may find. The one is concerned to have his 
heart in a right frame; the other has to reaſon 
with himſelf, to keep him from negleCting the 
duty altogether, The arguments that will have 
any influence with an unregenerate man muſt 
be carnal, and not ſpiritual. . 

Should any argue, that this is incompatible 
with true grace, and ſay ſuch are under the 
dominion of fin; they ſpeak againſt the ex- 
perience of ſome of the moſt eminent in the 
church of God. God has, in infinite compaſſion 
to his poor backſliding children, left upon re- 
cord the falls of ſome who were remarkable in 
their day, that none in after-ages might deſpair, 
The knowledge of experimental religion is as 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary. as the knowledge of doctrinal for our 
ſupport. Thoſe Who have a very ſcanty ac- 
quaintance with the experience of Chriſtians in 
general, will be apt to put a wrong conſtruction 
on many things in their own. SOLES 
The young Chriſtian is like a young ſoldier, 
ſoon thrown into conſternation. He imagines, 
if he is infinitely loved, and changed in ſuch 
a wonderful manner, nothing will hinder his 
mounting up to heaven ; he thinks of flying, 
as on eagles wings; and as he is ignorant of 
the road, which millions have gone before him- 
ſelf, every difficulty makes him dread he is 
wrong, and has miſſed the right way; whereas, 
if he had more knowledge of the way, and was 
better acquainted with the footſteps of the flock, 
he would be confirmed in his perſuaſion that 
he is right, and ſpend more time in com- 
munion with that God of grace, who has 
brought him fo far; and in the room of ſaying 
or fearing he is no Chriſtian, he would be won- 
dering at the power of divine grace, that ſuch 
a heart as his thould be kept amidſt ſuch innu- 
merable temptations, $576 C 
Sin oftentimes begins, like Elijah's cloud, 
little at firſt, but grows faſt, and for the moſt 
part makes its entrance by ſpecious pretences. 


mind, Shun the appearance of evil. Some. fins 
are to be fled from, ſome to be fought with. 


natural; and there is as much need of being 
K L on 


Few are ſo happy as to keep that advice in 


Skill is as necefſary in the ſpiritual war, as in the 
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on our guard in our happy ſeaſons, as in our 
dark ones, and eſpecially when nothing out- 
ward diſtreſſes us. Outward troubles are like 
ſalt; many are mercifully preſerved by them, 
How near to God did David keep in his diff. 
oo but in eaſe and proſperity how ſoon he 
ell! 
Ir is the art of the enemy, firſt to tempt to 
ſmaller ſins, and then greater, and after that to 
deſpair, by repreſenting ſuch conduct as a 
politive proof of no grace. Thoſe that would 
not go down into the pit of deſpondency, muſt 
keep from the firſt ſtep of the ladder. 
There are ſubjects who have not ſo much as 
a wiſh to change their king ; they would nor, 
on any account, riſe in rebellion againſt him; 
yet have temptations ro act contrary to the 
Jaws of the realm. So there are many that are 
for Chriſt's kingly government, and would not 
have him otherwiſe than king; yet, through 
the deceitfulneſs of the heart, are tempted to 
many things, which are contrary to his laws 
and government, and which they are ſenſible. 
will endanger their comforts. 22 8 
Our natures are but in part renewed. There 
would be-no warfare, if Satan could find no- 
thing in us. It will not be for our advantage 
to conclude, becauſe we find ourſelves in dan- 
ger of taking liberty, that we are not real ſub- 
Jes ; or have no proper love to Chriſts being 
king. Why did the Pſalmiſt complain, Keep 
back thy ſervant alſo from preſumptuous ſins. . 
_— 
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them not have dominion over me. Why did Paul 
complain ſo feelingly, O wretched man that J 
am ! who ſhall deliver me from the body of this: 
death? Rom. vii. 24. The reaſon was, v. 23, 
nd a law in my members, warring againſt 
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity 
to the law of ſin which is in my members. 

It is not the way to get victory over lin, to 
ſuſpe&t we are under its dominion ; or becaule 
we are ſenſible of our weakneſs, to canclude we 
have no grace. We cannot look to Chriſt 
confidently for help, while we ſuſpeR ourſelves 
as not being his true ſubjects. In that caſe he 
is not our king; but the very idea of his being 
our king, wilt have the ſame effect on us, which 
the alliance between Iſrael and the Gibeonites 
had; they found the enemy two numerous, 
and-too ſtrong ; where ſhall they fly for ſuccour? 
They -would not have been thus attacked, had 
they been at peace with their heathen neigh- 
bouts. The war was owing to their having 


made peace with Iſrael; ſo moſt of our difficul- | 
ties are on account of our having broke off from 


the Heathen, and united with Chriſt, as our 


king; where ſhall we go for help, but to the 


camp where he reſides? 
The very things which cauſe the believer's 
ſuſpicions, are thoſe which have been matter 


of complaint from the beginning. We ſhould | 
keep in mind that the whole of our natures | 


were oppoſite to his laws and government. Is 
it not an infinite mercy we have found ſuch a 


L 2 change? 
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change? To whom ſhall: we look, but to him 
who 1s the author and. finiſher of our faith, for the 
reſt. As ſure as Joſhua came by the command 
of God, to the help of Gibeon, will our great 
Joſhua ſtep in for our deliverance. 8 
Our being frightened with ſin will do us no 
harm; but let vs remember, the hail ſtones did 
not ſlay all the enemies; ſome were left to try 
them: ſo we mult expect, whatever help is 
granted, whatever victory gained, we muſt 
keep on our armour and keep up our guard. 
— The length of the war will teach us how to 
fight: no fear but we ſhall go wiſer off the 
{ field than we came on: we ſhall learn the in- 
gratitude and unbelief that lodges in our hearts. 
All our days, we ſhall find a neceſſity to plead 
promiſes. How many have pleaded this promiſe, 
who are now in heaven, For ſin {ball not have 
dominion over you for ye are not under the law, 
Gut under grace. Rom. vi. 14. Tau ſhall not be 
tempted above what, ye are able to bear. | 
Thoſe who have joined hands with Chriſt, 
have broke the league with ſin; and the ſtrug- 
gles they meet with will make them ſtand more 
ju awe of it, and deſire more to have deliver- 
ance from it, It drives them more and more 
to the great remedy, and convinces them of 
the neceflity of looking out of themſelves. 
They ſee it an infinite mercy: that God has not 
only laid help on one who. is mighty to take 
away fin by a perfect attonement, but ordained 
| | one 
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them from foes both without and within. 

When the prophet informed the king of 
Iſrael of the place where the Aſſyrians would 
come down, he knew how to keep from the 
ſnare laid for him; and when we learn the 
common workings of the hearr, we adhere to 
this ſcripture, He that tru/ts his own heart is a 
fool. All that underſtand ground, know, that 
the fatneſs of the ground adds to the greatneſs, 


if grace did not prevent it. 


produces nothing but weeds, the Summer's 
ſun makes them ſpring apace; but the ones 
froſt keeps them down. 


Pſalmiſt felt what he ſaid, Pf. cxix. 67. Before 


thy word. 

It is to be lamented, that thoſe very ideas of 
God, which tend to excite our obedience and 
kind our love, when we are under the influ- 
through the art of Satan, and the deceitfulneſs 
ſins. The enemy underſtands how to turn our 


L 3 1288 hearts 


one to help them in the war, who can deliver 


of the crop; ſo the ſoil of human nature would 
bring forth a plentiful crop of all kinds of ſing . 


The more human nature is indulged with \ 
outward things, the faſter they grow; for as it 


We know little of what God is doing for vs, 
in ſome of our ſharpeſt winter ſeaſons. The 


I was afflicted I went aſtray: but now have I hope 


ence of the Holy Spirit, ſhould at other times, 
of our hearts, encourage us to preſumptuous 


very mercies into ſnares; and our deceitful 


— — — — — 
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hearts are as ready to comply, if left to them. 
ſelves, as he is to tempt, - 
A wife who has an indulgent huſband, would 
not change for the world, nor take any ſtep 
that would cauſe a divorce ; yet having a ſtrong 
inclination to ſomething which is diſagreeable 
to him, indulges her fancy, at the expence of 
hazarding his diſpleaſure : ſhe would not take 
fuch a ſtep, was he churliſh. and auſtere; it is 
his kindneſs ſhe preſumes upon; ſo Chriſtians 
are apt to abuſe that kindneſs in God, which 
ſnould above all things conſtrain them to pleaſe 
him: but the heart will be found by experience 
to act more deceitfully towards God, than to- 
wards men; for if we were ſenſible our fellow 
- creatures ſaw the very motions of our hearts, 
we ſhould be far more attentive to thoſe who 
laid us under great obligations than we are. 
And how ſhould we bluſh. before them, when 
we knew they beheld in us, a heart ready to re- 
ward them evil for good: indeed, thoſe who 
would do this are of the baſeſt kind of mortals; 
yet, how much more are we grateful to our 
fellow- creatures than to God, Could we ſee one 
another's hearts, we ſhould ſtand in need of 
ten thouſand times more of a forgiving ſpirit 
than we have; and yet we believe God ſees, 
and that all things are naked and open before 
him. If the real Chriſtian looks at himſelf, in 
this part of the Looking Glaſs, I ſhall wonder 
if he find not ſomething of his on features. 
Who could have imagined Jonah could have 
| . | returned 


FP l 


THE CHRISTIAN'S LOOKING-GLASS, 119 


returned ſuch an anſwer to God, Jonah 1v. 2 
For I know that thou art a; gracious God, and 
merciful, ſlew to anger and of great kindneſe, and 
repenteſt thee of the evil, Gracious, not only to 
pardon Ninevah, but to pardon Jonah, 

Had Jonah been fully perſuaded his ſin could 
not have been pardoned, but that the conſe- 
quence would have been eternal torment, he 
would. not have preſumed to diſobey the divine 
command. Though in many cafes love will 
conſtrain us to do things, and in ſuch a frame 
of ſpirit, that fear would not; yet fear will 
keep us from ſome ſins our natures are prone - 
to: and as it is often the caſe, that fear reſtrains 
us when love has little influence over us, 
we may ſee a propriety in that promiſe, 
Iwill gut my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall 
not depart from me. He who needs no informa- 
tion of what is in man, has abounded towards 
us in wiſdom and prudence; whether he keep 
vs near to him by love or fear, it is an infinite 
mercy to us. 

Thoſe who have only a form, can tell what 
it is to be reſtrained by fear, but never felt 
what it was to be conſtrained: by love: but 
however the Chriſtian may bewail the ingrati- 
tude: of his heart, yet he hag experienced thoſe. 
times, when, like David, he would not have cut 
aff the ſkirt of a Saul, and is always grieved 
with himſelf when he finds the chief motive 
that 3 him.fcom ſin, is fear. 


Ic 


= — — — — ——- — — 


120 THE CHRISTIAN'S LOOKING=GLASS. 


It often is the caſe with the believer, that 
through ſloth, or by being buried in the world, 
he has neglected the means of grace; therefore 
the Lord, as a fatherly chaſtiſement for his ſin, 
leaves thoſe very corruptions to riſe again 
which he thought once would never have given 
him any more trouble; his deceitful heart not 
being under an immediate influence of the Holy 
Spirit, he has to call up conſcience to aſſiſt him; 


and if the Lord is not particularly gracious, he 


falls, and the backſlider 1 in heart is filled with 
his own ways. Thoſe who carry gunpowder 
about with them, ſhould keep from the fire, 
and beware of grieving the Holy Spirit. When 
his influences are quenched by our neglect, 
though ſtrong like Sampſon when aſſiſted by 
tnem, we are as weak as broken reeds: none 
will believe the depth of wickedneſs there is in 
every heart, but thoſe who have had long ex- 
perience of it. 

When unregenerate men arrive at great 
knowledge of the theory of religion, having 
no love to God, and what fear they have being 
only taught by the precept of men; theſe when 


they draw back, run to greater lengths in ſin 


than thoſe Who have no knowledge, and moſt 
evidently turn the grace of God, or more pro- 
erly the doctrines of grace, into licentiouſneſs. 
God has his eye upon the heart; the moſt 
ſplendid actions are nothing to him, without 
the heart: love is the principle thing in all our 
| | obedience 3 ; 
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obedience; a ſlave may obey his. maſter's. com- 
mands punctually: but a ſon, who has ſtrong 
affection to his father, and does the ſame things 
out of love, gives a quite different kind of 
pleaſure to him who is both maſter and father. 
Thoſe who are ſons, notwithſtanding all their 
weakneſs and imperfections, have a ſpirit dif- 
ferent from all others; ſuch find a pleaſure in 
obedience, which the carnal man is wholly ig- 
norant of. When God has taken away the heart 
of ſtone, and given a heart of fleſh, whatever 
difference temptations or infirmities may 
make in that man for a time, the habitual ſpirit 
will be that of a ſon: his religion is not merely 
to keep him from hell; but as one that belongs 
to heaven's family, he cannot join the enemies 
of it, nor hate his Heavenly Father; Chriſt is 
no root out of a dry ground to him. 

Obeying from a child- like or filial princi- 


material difference. King Saul conformed to 
the worſhip. of God; it was his intereſt, but 
never wich that affection David did; there is 
no ſuch thing as doing evangelical duties with 
a goſpel ſpirit, if the heart be not changed; the 
chief and principle thing is not there—Lovsz: 
How does the ſincere Chriſtian loath himſelf, 

when going through duties perhaps others 
applaud, and commend ; while a ſenſibility of 
the want of this love, makes him abhor himſelf 
in the eyes of him who ſees the heart. d 

f | | , T — 


ple, and merely from conſcience, makes a very 
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The ſtruggles ſuch an one feels with his un. 
renewed part, neither alter his judgment, nor 
change the bent of his will towards the things 
of God : the ſheep which falls into the mire, 
has not its nature at all changed by it, nor will 
It lay there : all this proves, that true religion, 
which is the effect of the Holy Spirit upon the 
ſoul, differs from all the natural religion in the 
world. The Chriſtian may ſometimes be like 
a man when rowing againſt the ſtream ; he 
may in ſome currents work hard, and get little 
forward ; but ſhould he give over rowing alto- 
' gether, he would go down the ſtream; his ut- 
moſt exertions ſeem but to keep him from be- 
Ing driven back. The formaliſt will wonder, 
and be ſurprized to hear the believer cry out ſo 
earneſtly for help; he is wholly a ſtranger to 
this war ; the difficulty within is the chief trou- 
ble the Chriſtian has : the formaliſt feels noth- 
ing of this, therefore he is not a fit companion 
for the tried ſoul. . 

That which often makes all theſe things ſo 
trying, is the painful uncertainty the Chriſtian 
is in by theſe ſtruggles. Is this the way ? have 
I my face Zionward ? if I am a Chriſtian why 
am I thus? which proves to demonſtration, 
how valuable knowledge is; and that no means 
ought to be neglected for the obtaining of it 
a full perſuaſion: of being one who ſhall over- 
come, would baniſh his fears, and fill him 
with courage; yea, to adopt the Apoſtle's lan- 

c guage: 


Fd 


age: I am more than a conqueror, through him 
that hath loved me. 

The numbers who are in this ſituation, and 
perhaps no one hears one complaint from them, 
far exceed thoſe who are comfortable; this 
would not be the caſe, if the believer under- 
ſtood his own experience, In churches where 
there are few who have real experience, and 
nothing of the dealings of God mentioned 
from months end to months end, young per- 


tinue for many years in a diſconſolate frame : 
the little relief they now and then find in the 
means of grace, is ſwept away, as to their feel- 
ing; and not underſtanding in what ſtate they 
are, they dread. opening their mouths to any : 
and nothing is more common than for ſuch to 
be very timorous, and to ſtand: in awe of thoſe 
they ſuppole to be grown in grace: thole alſo 
who are more experienced frequently neglect 
the younger; this is oftentimes owing to a luke- 
warm ſpirit in themſelves : this failure is almoſt 
univerſal in decaying churches; whereas in 
thoſe churches where the Lord is at work, there 
is a watching for the firſt appearance of grace 
in young perſons, and a pleaſure in exhorting 
and encouraging them. 
One great advantage that attends meetings 
for free <onverſation, is this, the variety that 
naturally ariſes from perſons of different ages 
and circumſtances: the Chriſtian does not only 
. | „„ 
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ſons who are really called by grace often con- 
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meet with ſomething ſuitable to his own caſe, 
but he finds thoſe who are the moſt eminent, 
and advanced far in the Chriſtian life, have 
Not travelled that ſmooth road he imagined, 
Though we take no pleaſure in the difficultics 
of our fellow travellers, yet finding they are at 
times in the ſame exerciſes that we ourſelves 
experience, it affords no ſmall encouragment, 
not only to young travellers, but to the oldeſt; 
and gives them information how to deport 
themſelves when they are brought into great 
and fore trials. Perſuade a Chriſtian, that thoſe 
very things which God permits, are only for 
the trial of his faith, and that they are only ſuch 
as God has in all ages exerciſed his children 
with, you will remove from his heart a great 
load. 
I remember a radeſinen, who had gone on 
for ſome time in the ways of God, but being 
wholly ignorant what the people of God ex- 
erienced, he lived for the moſt part in a per- 
Plexed frame of mind ; I wiſhed him to attend 
with me at a meeting where about fifteen per- 
ſons met for free converſation: he appeared 
very uneaſy at my aſking of him, thinking 
himſelf unfit to be among the people of God ; 
I obtained a promiſe he would go with me, on 
condition he ſhould not be aſked one fingle 
queſtion : after the company had met and con- 
verſed together a conſiderable time two of the 
oldeſt in the company were mentioning, ve 
familiarly, what little pleaſure they had found 
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in private prayer, for a long time, and that they 
were merely dragged to it by conſcience, and 
found nothing of comfort in it, but a miſerable 
hard and wandering frame; he appeared tome | 
much affected with the converſation of theſe 
two; and after they had converſed ſome time | 
together, he ſpoke of himſelf to them, to this | 
effect: I thought ſuch as you had been like | 
angels; I never imagined your hearts had 
been ſo backward, and ſo hard; I find you 
are as bad as myſelf. He then went on in a || 
ſeries of particulars, which entertained the com- 
pur moſt delightfully : and from that period 
ad more juſt ideas of Chriſtianity. Had he | 
not lived near Chriſtians, he might have lived 
many years in a low and diſconſolate frame. 
Few are aware of the diſadvantage of a' recluſe 
and reſerved ſpirit, and how uſeful thoſe are 
whoſe converſation is ſavory. COT ar 
Becauſe ſome ſuch meetings have been 
abuſed, many think themſelves ſufficiently 
excuſed in the neglect of every thing of this | 
kind : but will any man think the worſe of a | 
trade, becauſe ſome men have abuſed it? When 
great gain has been gotten by it, men are not 
foon driven from temporal advantages. Men 
whoſe natural frames lead them into-a recluſe. 
way, ſo that ſcarce; one word drops from 
them in any company, ought to remember, 
that which is pleaſing to God ought to be 
conſidered more than that which is merely 
ſuited to our own * Then they that feared | 
| the 
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the Lord, and that though 
they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord, Mal. iii. 16. 


them. 


ful change was brought about, yet the effects 
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the Lord, ſpoke often one. to another, and the 
Lord harkened and heard it, and a book of remem- 


brance was written before him for them that feared 
t upon. his name, And 


The force of theſe words. are not eaſily 


. evaded. Where Chriſtianity. has flouriſhed moſt 


this has always been practiſed, and as univer- 
ſally neglected where it has deelined. If young 
Chriſtians were accuſtomed to it from their firſt 
ſetting out, it would be of great advantage to 
That which has been a great means of 
relief to timorous perſons, is finding there is a 
real difference between natural and ſupernatu- 
ral qualities. The utmoſt that human nature 
can attain to is but natural; but thoſe gracigus 
influences, which real. Chriſtians experience, 
are ſpiritual, and of a different kind from any 
thing that men find in themſelves by nature. 


Theſe operations of the Holy Spirit differ not 


only in degree, but in kind, and are of a nature 
more excellent than any finite mind can com- 


prehend. | 
Grace being a new. kind: of principle, the 


exerciſes of it will be found to be new; and 


though we ſee not perfectly how this wonder- 


of it are ſomething the perſon himſelf feels; 
and alſo others, who are. only ſpectators, may 
diſcern ſomething different in ſuch a man to 
what is in any natural man. The believer does 


308 only-ſee a value in ſpiritval hinge, but he 


has 
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has a nature to 'feel how'miuch ſaperior they 
are to the greateſt things under the ſun ; he 
can behold the moſt exalted character as no- 
thing, if the perſon has not grace. He can 
prefer the ſituation of a Lazarus to that of a 
Dives. This is that principle which was in 
thoſe mentioned in Heb. xi. and which was the 


cauſe why they confeſſed ' themfelves to be 
ſtrangers and pilgrims here below. By this 


they were diſtinguiſhed by God himſelf from 
all carnal: men in that day, on which account 


God declared himſelf net aſhamed to be called 


their God. 


Thoſe who have wrote on this ſubject ſay, 
there are no new faculties brought into the 
ſoul by regeneration; but as that which is 


merely natural is ſomething which the finite 
underſtanding cannot comprehend, much more 


is this. Our time is far better ſpent in look- 
ing at the glory of this change, and pro- 
ving ourſelves to be made partakers of it, 
than aſking queſtions which neither men nor 


angels can reſolve. It is evident ſuch as are 
Fegenerate in every age of the world are men 


of 'the ſame ſpirit; love the ſame things, tread 
in the ſame ſteps, and evidently appear to be 
the only perſons formed for God, and pre- 
paring for his ſervice above. 

We firſt live the life of a plant, then a life 
of ſenſe, and are ſome time before we live the 
life of reaſon: but when we are created anew 
in Chriſt Jeſus we live a ſpiritual life, and are 
M 2 . ſpiritually 
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ſpiritually dead till then ;- ſo that the wiſeſt na- 
rural man in the world, whatever qualifications 
he has attained, is ſpiritually dead, and is no 
more poſſeſſed of ſpiritual qualities than any 
other carnal man. This has cauſed ſome to 
ſay the Chriſtian has one life more than the na- 
tural man. This is evident; we have not only 
that which Adam loſt, but ſomething ſuperior 
to what belonged to that ſtate Adam was in 
when perfect; which qualifies us to hold a dif- 
ferent communion with God, and makes that 
fellowſhip as much our delight as worldly things 
delight the men of the world; and not being 
partakers of this life, they can no more take 
delight in the things of God than thoſe who 

are in their graves. | 
The believer has a foundation laid in his 
ſoul for new kind of exerciſes, different to what 
man had in his created ſtate; and this not 
only in the underſtanding, but in the heart and 
diſpoſition. Though he feel his unworthineſs 
and inability, yet he claims a higher relation 
to God than ever was intended for man in his 
firſt ſtate: he has the ſpirit of adoption, whereby 
he can cry, Abba, Father ; and being now in 
ſo near a relation to Him who is in an infinitely 
higher relation to God than Adam was; and 
he being the firſt born among many brethren, 
and Lord of all, exalts all his joint heirs, and 
brings them into ſuch a relation to God as 
could not have taken place in any other way 
than by a real union with him who is God. man. 
e Different 
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Different relations call for different exerciſes, 
and thoſe who are brought into high con- 
nections, if they are qualified for them, will 
find themſelves employed in a different manner 
to what they were before. Thus David, when 
brought into the relation to his people as their 
king, muſt now conduct himſelf as a king. 
Thus Efther, when made queen. So the be- 
liever will find he is not only brought into this 
high ſtation,” but peculiarly qualified for it. 
His heart is diſpoſed for this communion and 
fellowſhip in ſuch a manner as is new to him- 
ſelf, He knew nothing of this formerly; and 
the more he is brought to underſtand himſelf, 
and 'the high relation he is brought into, he 
will wonder at the infinite love which is mani- 
felted in bringing him into ſuch a relation to 
God; and he will earneſtly deſire to think, 
ſpeak and act, in a manner worthy of his high 
vocation. 133 
It is one thing for the Spirit of God to aſſiſt 
the natural qualities of a man; another, to give 
a new ſpiritual principle. Balaam had no new 
principle. It was ſuch an influence of the 
Holy Spirit; that when it left him there was 
nothing in him more than what was in any 
other natural man. It appears to have been 
the ſame with King Saul. He propheſied for 
a ſhort ſeafon; but we never find he had any 
principle of love to God, but lived like other 
carnal men: but the ſaving work of the Holy 
Spirit upon the heart is different from this, 
"el . Noble 
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Noble and excellent principles are the effects 
of his operations on them ; and theſe not tran- 
ſitory and fleeting, but habitual and abiding, 
There is always, and every moment, that qua- 
Iity in them, which may be ſaid to be born of 
the Spirit, 

The underſtanding is ſo far enlightened in 
the knowledge of God, that the Chriſtian not 
only loves God, becauſe he finds himſelf diſ- 
tinguiſhed by him, but beholds that in God 
which at times makes him ſay, Whom have I in 
heaven but thee? And there is none upon earth 
that I defire beſides thee. 

This is wholly different from that knowledge 
which puffeth up. It moulds the believer into 
that very ſpirit ſo often deſcribed in the word: 
he is in his frame of ſpirit as a little child, That 
haughty, hardy ſpirit, which is ſo viſible in 
carnal men, and was once in himſelf, is now 
removed. A little child may lead him; he has 
a humble and a contrite ſpirit : he deſires now 
to walk humbly with God: he is at the utmoſt 
diſtance from boaſting : he ſees the ignorance 
of thoſe that boaſt of their works, is ſenſible 
they are blind, and build on the ſand. This 
humble child- like frame of -mind is as peculiar 
to the Chriſtian as hardineſs and pride to the 
natural man. There is a ſweet humility that 
is beyond all the art of the hypocrite to put on. 
When they attempt to imitate it, it is ſoon 
ſeen. How did David feel when he went and 

fat in the houſe of God, and ſaid, Who an 
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I, and what is my houſe, that thou haſt brought 
me hitherto ? 

Some are ready to complain of their wicked 
hearts; and their complaints are as eaſily borne 
as they are made; and ſo far from real humi- 
lity, that they are only the effects of hypocriſy 


and pride. How contrary is the ſpirit of thoſe 
who are ſincere! They cannot glory in their 


humility, nor are they fiſhing for praiſe when 
they complain; but fear, more than eſteem, 
the praiſe of others. Theſe will not treat their 
fellow-creatures with a maſterly air, but with a 
pleaſing ſweetneſs; and they particularly cleave 
to ſuch as are clothed with humility; and 
though they know themſelves. to have made 
progreſs -in religion, they feel thoſe words, Not 
unto us, not unto us. 

It is common for. ſuch to think, if others 
had enjoyed their advantages and experience, 
they would have made better uſe of them. 
Chriſtians look on their attainments little, and 


their imperfections much; the good they may 


have been inſtrumental in doing, as ſmall 
to what it ought to have been. They ſee the 
outſide of other Chriſtians, but they feel their 
own inſide; and not a little thing will perſuade 


them that the hearts of others are as bad as 
their own, When God builds, he lays a low 


foundation, that the houſe may ſtand. The fal- 
low ground is all plovghed 1 up where the ſeed 
grows well, 


Heady 


132 ThE CHRISTIAN'S LOOKING-GLASS. 


Heady horſes ſooneſt tire: but the path f 
the juſt will ſhine more and more unto the ras 
4 Bernard uſed to ſay, Humility was the pre- 
ſerver of Virtue. The ſaints are cloathed with 
this garment; but it was never yet known that 
a hypocrite would fo much as put it on. 

| Believer, learn to read thy own heart in the 
hearts of thofe that have been the moſt emi. 
nent for piety upon the earth As face anſwers 
to face in a glaſs, ſo does the language of theſe 
to thy heart. 

Having found, by enlarging on this ſubjec, 
that it would be impoſſible for me to go 
through thoſe various objections which are 
ſo common to the Chriſtian, I could not 
think of leaving off here, on account of the 
comfort of thoſe for whom this piece is more 
particularly intended. I therefore find myſelf 
neceflitated to print a Second Part, to be bound 
up with this, which I hope to have ready for 
the preſs very ſoon. 

Leaſt any ſhould imagine 1 am directing 
Chriſtians to look wholly into themſelves, I 
would have ſuch conſider, that a knowledge of 
ourſelves by examination, and full aſſurance ct 
our calling, will never prevent us from looking 
out of ourſelves, but greatly aſſiſt us in fetch- 
ing all ſupplies from Chriſt; for by being ſen- 
ſible of our intereſt in ſuch a gloriousSaviour, 
we ſhall be particularly conan to fly to 
him in all times of need, 
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I would wiſh to refer any fearful and timo- 
rous ſoul to a piece I wrote in the 24 Num- 
ber of my CarisTIan's MAGAZINE, on Job, 
xxix. 2. Oh that I were as in months paſt ! And 
in the Third Number, on Iſaiah, I. 10. Who is 
among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the 
voice of his ſervant, that walketh in darkneſs, and 
hath no light ? Alſoin the Fourth and Fifth Num- 
bers, on that remarkable darkneſs the Pſal- 
miſt endured, which is deſcribed in the former 
part of the 77th Pſalm. 

It has been particularly ſatisfactory to me, 
that by the means of the CHRISTIAN's Maca- 
zINE, ſuch numbers of Chriſtians have been 
both quickened and comforted ; and I hope to 
make it my particular care, that the future Num- 
bers ſhall continue to contain the moſt experi- 
mental, entertaining, and inſtructing matter. 
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